
STANDARDS AND PERMIT PROCEDURES FOR OUTDOOR 

FIREWORK DISPLAYS AS ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 15-4-550 of 

the MUNICIPAL CODE OF CHICAGO 

I  DISPLAY CRITERIA 

A. LOCATIONS WHERE PERMITTED: 

1. Display of fireworks in public parks or other public open spaces Section 15-20-240 of 

the Municipal Code of Chicago. 

2. Display of fireworks on privately owned property as required in Section 15-4-550 of 

the Municipal Code of Chicago. 

B. DISPLAY PROHIBITED 

No fireworks display shall be permitted between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 

a.m.                                                     

II  PERMIT PROCEDURE 

A.  Submit to the Bureau of Fire Prevention the Following: 

1.  Proof of compliance with all provisions of the Illinois Pyrotechnic  

Operators Licensing Act, as amended; proof of compliance with Illinois 

Fireworks Use Act, as amended, per Section 15-4-550 of the Chicago 

Municipal Code. (Web site: state.il.us/osfm) 

2.  Explosive license as required by Section 15-4-310 of the Chicago 

Municipal Code. New applicants are to apply to the Director of Business 

Affairs and Licensing. (Web site: cityofchicago.org) 

3.  Certificate of Fitness for the individual(s) involved with the display as per 

Section 15-4-340 of the Chicago Municipal Code. New applicants are to 

apply to the Bureau of Fire Prevention. A fee of $50.00 per person is 

required. 

4.  A letter of consent from the owner of the property allowing the fireworks 

display. 

5.  A letter of consent from the alderman in whose ward the fireworks 

display will take place. 



6.  A certificate of insurance in the amount not less than $1,000,000 issued 

by an insurer authorized to insure risks in Illinois. The City of Chicago and 

its officers and employees shall be named as additional insured. This 

Certificate of Insurance shall be approved by the Department of Finance, 

Risk Management Division of the City of Chicago. 

7. A plan consistent with the principles set forth in NFPA 1123, to the 

Deputy Fire Commissioner of the Bureau of Fire Prevention. This plan 

shall include the dimensions of the discharge site, spectator viewing area, 

parking areas, fall out area and associated separation distances. 

B.  Schedule an on-site inspection, which shall be conducted by the Deputy Fire 

Commissioner of the Bureau of Fire Prevention or his designee, to obtain approval or 

modifications of the proposed site and display consistent with the principals set forth in 

NFPA 1123. 

* In no case shall any display of fireworks be conducted unless the site meets the safety 

standards set forth by the Fire Department. 

C.  Proof of a liquor license is required if the proposed location for the display is to take 

place on the premises that sell alcoholic beverages for consumption. 

D.  Permit application will be reviewed providing all the above information has  been 

submitted along with a valid payment receipt attached to the POS invoice. Download 

the POS invoice. Complete the POS invoice, then remit payment of $70.00 per display at 

any City of Chicago payment site and obtain a valid payment receipt attached to the POS 

invoice. To locate City of Chicago payment locations go 

to: http://www.cityofchicago.org/finance. 

 

https://author.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/cfd/general/PDFs/FPBCashManagementForms/PDF-FIRE-BB28.pdf
http://www.cityofchicago.org/finance

