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CITY OF CHICAGO RECOGNIZES ALDERMAN ARIEL REBOYRAS AND THE BELMONT-CRAGIN

COMMUNITY FOR THEIR HELP AND SUPPORT OF HAITIAN EVACUEES

(FEBRUARY XX, 2011) - Alderman Ariel Reboyras of the 30th Ward and the Belmont

Cragin community were recognized for their help and support during the United States

airlift of Haitian evacuees to Chicago in a presentation on Friday, February 4 at City

Hall.

The presentation, by Commissioner Mary Ellen Caron of the Chicago Department of

Family and Support Services (DFSS), marked the one-year anniversary of the City's

participation in the emergency airlift following the catastrophic earthquakes that

occurred in Haiti.

Chicago and other major cities were asked by the U.S. government to provide short

term shelter and assistance for Haitian evacuees who were on their way to reunite with

families and loved ones. The former Notre Dame high school building in Belmont

Cragin, now owned by the Chicago Public Schools, was offered as a facility that could

accommodate proper services; particularly for evacuees who were elderly, infants and

toddlers, or young children.
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DFSS informed Alderman Reboyras about the airlift. Reboyras understood the plight of

the evacuees and ensured that the immediate community was well-informed and had a

chance for input into the plans.

"We were very gratified at the compassionate response we received at a neighborhood

meeting when we described the upcoming airlift," said Commissioner Caron. "Many

residents even inquired about how they could volunteer to help out the evacuees."

Although the building was used very briefly, the department wanted to express its

appreciation for the community's positive response and the Alderman's leadership,

which played an important role in coordinating a successful City effort.

"On behalf of the City of Chicago and DFSS, I want to offer my sincere gratitude to the

residents of the Belmont-Cragin community," expressed Commissioner Caron. "This

ceremony is an appropriate way to remember the kindness and understanding shown to

the evacuees who had just undergone a harrowing experience."

The Chicago Department of Family and Support Services is dedicated to supporting a

continuum of coordinated services to enhance the lives of Chicago residents,

particularly those most in need, from birth through the senior years. For more

information about DFSS, call 312-743-0300 or visit www.citvofchicaqo.orq/fss.
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