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OVERVIEW Pollution Overview 

• Pollution Policies 

• Permitting Programs 

• Inspections 

• Enforcement 
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OVERVIEW • Types of Permits 

• Applications and Plan Review 

• Summary 
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POLLUTION 

OVERVIEW 
Sources of Air Pollution 

•  Stationary Sources 

  Factories 

  Power plants 

• Mobile Sources 

  Buses 

  Trucks 

  Cars 
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MISSION The Pollution Prevention  

Unit’s Mission is to help make  

the City of Chicago one of the  

best livable cities in the world  

by ensuring that industrial  

facilities in the city operate in a  

manner that is protective of  

public health and the  

environment. 
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POLLUTION 

POLICIES 

PPU’s Role 
 

• Interagency agreement with 
Illinois EPA for: 

– Air quality assistance 

– Public education 

– Clean Air Act implementation 
and legislative development 

– Compliance and enforcement 
services 
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POLLUTION 

POLICIES 
PPU’s Role 
 

• City of Chicago Municipal 
Code: 

 

– Air Pollution Control Permit  

 (11-4-620) 

 

– Certificate of Operation 

 (11-4-660) 
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TYPES OF 

PERMITS 

Air Pollution Control Permits  

for: 
 

• Combustion equipment (boilers 
and furnaces) 

• Process equipment 

• Control devices 

• Generators 

• Dry cleaning machines 

• Emergency generators 

• Food preparation units 
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TYPES OF 

PERMITS 
Air Pollution Control Permits  

for: 
 

• Spray booths/powder booths 

• Unfired pressure vessels 

• Pathological waste incinerators 

• After burners 
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TYPES OF 

PERMITS 

Other Permits 
 

• Architectural surface cleaning. 

• Demolitions (NESHAPS). 

• Certificates of operation. 

• Ecological burn 
acknowledgement letter. 

• Temporary Crushing. 

• Tank (UST/AST). 

• Liquid Waste. 
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APPLICATIONS 

AND PLAN 

REVIEW 

Question: 
 

When Is Environmental Review 

Required? 
 

• Residential Buildings 

• Commercial Buildings 

• Industrial Buildings 
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APPLICATIONS 

AND PLAN 

REVIEW 

Question: 
 

Is this project a single-family  

residence or a residential  

building of four units or less? 
 

 

 

If the answer to both parts of the  

question is NO, a PPU review is  

required. 
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APPLICATIONS 

AND PLAN 

REVIEW 

Question: 
 

Has an installation permit already  

been issued by the Pollution Prevention  

Unit for the equipment or device  

involved? 
 

 

 

 

If YES, PPU review is not required.  

However, this must be verified by a  

designated PPU professional. 

Environm 

C I T Y   O F   C H I C A G O          D  E  P  A  R  T  M  E  N  T    O  F    B  U  I  L  D  I  N  G  S 

Environmental 

Requirements 

14 

 

 

APPLICATIONS 

AND PLAN 

REVIEW 

Question: 
 

 Air Quality or Equipment Permits 
 

 Does the application have building plans 
with mechanical drawings for the 
installation, erection, construction, 
reconstruction, alteration, addition to or 
repair of fuel burning equipment, process 
equipment or area control device, unfired 
pressure vessel or any equipment or 
device with a waste stream? 

 

 If YES, see next question. 
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APPLICATIONS 

AND PLAN 

REVIEW 

Question: 
 

What type of equipment is being installed? 
 

• Process Equipment - Form B 

• Control Device - Form C 

• Combustion Emission Unit (boiler or  

 furnace) Form FB 

• Unfired Pressure Vessel - Form UPV 

• Spray Booth - Form MVR 

• Emergency Generator - Form EG 

• Pathological Incinerator or After 
Burner –Form IN 
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Form FB – Combustion Emission Unit 
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Form B – Process Equipment 
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APPLICATION 

FORMS 

Form C - Control Device 
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Form FP - Food Preparation Unit 
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Form MRV - Spray Booth 
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Form UPV - Unfired Pressure Vessel 
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Form IN - Incinerator or After Burner 



12 

Environm 

C I T Y   O F   C H I C A G O          D  E  P  A  R  T  M  E  N  T    O  F    B  U  I  L  D  I  N  G  S 

Environmental 

Requirements 

23 

Form DC - Dry Cleaning Machine 
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Form EG – Emergency Generators 
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APPLICATIONS 

AND PLAN 

REVIEW 

Architectural Surface Cleaning  

(Sandblasting, chemical washing, 

mortar grinding) 
 

All architectural surface cleaning  

permits must be reviewed by PPU. 
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Form SC - Architectural Surface 
Cleaning  
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APPLICATIONS 

AND PLAN 

REVIEW 

Question: 
 

 Underground and Aboveground 
Storage  (UST/AST) 

 

 Is the UST or AST greater than a 110 gallon 
capacity? 

 

 If YES, see next question. 
 
 

 Is the permit for a UST installation, upgrade, 
repair, removal, abandonment, or installation of 
a State II vapor recovery system on or interior 
lining in a UST? 

 

 If YES, a PPU review is required. 
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APPLICATIONS 

AND PLAN 

REVIEW 

Question: 
 

 Underground and 
Aboveground Storage  
(UST/AST) 

 

 Is the permit for the installation 
and removal of a dispensing and 
non-dispensing AST? 

 

 

 If YES, a PPU review is required. 
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SUMMARY • Verify whether or not your project 

requires a PPU permit. 
 

• Make sure you are using the correct 

application form.  Forms are 

available on the PPU website at 

www.cityofchicago.org/publichealth 

under air quality permits. 
 

• Assess fees correctly. 
 

• Call 312-744-8026 or 312-745-7206 

for additional assistance. 
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FEE SCHEDULE • PPU permit fees do NOT apply when 
submitted with a building permit. 
 

• Fees simplified in 2008 per 11-4-130 

• Same fee for every process equipment, 
control device or process area. 
 

• Fee is $150.00 per equipment or area 
 

 Asbestos/Demolition Fees: 

 Residential bldg. with 1 to 4 dwelling 
units   $300.00 

 Residential bldg. with more than 4 
dwelling units  $450.00 

 All other structures  $600.00 

 Architectural Surface Cleaning  

 permit fee is   $200.00 



16 

Environm 

C I T Y   O F   C H I C A G O          D  E  P  A  R  T  M  E  N  T    O  F    B  U  I  L  D  I  N  G  S 

Environmental 

Requirements 

31 

SUMMARY Stand alone air pollution permits can 

be obtained online: 

 

• https://ipi.cityofchicago.org/profile/ 

• Select “Apply for a Permit” 

• Select “Air Quality Control Permits” 
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QUESTIONS 
AND  

ANSWERS 
 


