
Message From The Commissioner 
 
As you may have already heard, after five years as Chicago Department of Public 
Health Commissioner, I am stepping down. This role has been the highlight of my 
professional career, providing me with the opportunity to work with so many 
partners across the City to improve the health and well-being of all our residents.  
  
During my time here at CDPH, we have made considerable progress since launching 
Healthy Chicago in 2011. Obesity rates for kindergartners are trending down, 
smoking rates for adults and teens are at historic lows and life expectancy is up in 
every neighborhood and among every major ethnic group. Furthermore, CDPH 
became the first big city health department to achieve national accreditation and 
this past year CDPH was named Local Health Department of the Year by our peers. 
 
I will be joining Trinity Health's leadership team in early January. Trinity Health is 
one of the leading health care systems in the country with 86 hospitals and 
hundreds of continuing care facilities, home care agencies and outpatient centers in 
21 states. Though I am excited about this new opportunity, I will miss serving the 
City and working with all of you. 
 
Mayor Emanuel has named Dr. Julie Morita, CDPH’s current Chief Medical Officer, 
as the next CDPH Commissioner. I could not think of a more qualified candidate to 
lead the agency. I would like to congratulate her on this move and look forward to 
working with her to ensure a smooth transition. I am confident that Dr. Morita will 
continue the great work that has come from Healthy Chicago.  
 
Thank you for a great five years and thank you for your ongoing commitment to 
health and well-being of Chicago’s residents.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Bechara Choucair, M.D. 
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 Mayor Rahm Emanuel, CDPH and Presence Health 
announced the formation of a first-of-its-kind 
Wellness Partnership that includes a substantial 
investment in new community-based preventative 
health initiatives to create significant savings and 
improve the overall health and well-being of Chicago 
residents.  The Wellness Partnership takes 
advantage of a new opportunity for care under the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA).  As a result of the ACA, 
more Americans have access to health insurance – 
many for the first time.  The new Wellness 
Partnership will help Presence and CDPH find ways 
to best allocate and leverage these savings -- 
coupled with private donations, grants and in kind 
support -- to have the greatest impact. This unique 
partnership between a public health department 
and health system is the first known in the nation to 
take advantage of this new opportunity and will 
challenge all regional and metropolitan health 
systems to think differently about how they invest to 
benefit their communities. Access to Care 

 
 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) announced that 35 hospitals across the US are 
designated Ebola treatment centers.  The four 
Chicago hospitals that make up the Chicago Ebola 
Resource Network (ERN) Rush University Medical 
Center, Northwestern Memorial Hospital, University 
of Chicago Medical Center and Ann and Robert H. 
Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago are among those 
designated.  The four Chicago hospitals underwent 
assessments and intensive training with CDPH and 
CDC officials on infection control, proper use of 
personal protective equipment (PPE) by hospital 
staff and the safe removal of medical waste, among 
other activities. Chicago and New York City are the 
only local jurisdictions with four designated 
treatment centers. Communicable Disease 

 CDPH released new data showing that the number of 
new HIV infection diagnoses has been declining 
steadily for the past 13 years in Chicago.  The 2014 
HIV/STI Surveillance Report was released on World 
AIDS Day 2014.  According to the new report, there 
has been a decrease of 41 percent in new HIV 
diagnoses since 2001 and a 47 percent decrease in 
AIDS diagnosis since 2002. 1,091 HIV diagnoses were 
reported in 2013, down from 1,857 in 2001.  In 
addition to the decline in overall diagnoses, Chicago 
outperforms national rates when it comes to ensuring 
HIV-positive individuals are in care.  Eighty percent of 
individuals diagnosed with HIV in 2011 were linked to 
vital care within three months of their initial diagnosis, 
and more than half of all Chicago residents living with 
HIV receive HIV medical care, compared to only 40 
percent nationally.  The data in the Surveillance 
Report is used by policy makers, community 
organizations and advocates to make more informed 
decisions in the efforts to reduce the impact of HIV, 
AIDS and STIs across the City, focusing efforts in 
communities with greater challenge.  In addition to 
the release of the report, as part of World AIDS Day 
events, CDPH staff and volunteers distributed free 
condoms at select CTA stations throughout the City.  
HIV Prevention 
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 CDPH teamed up with health departments and 
healthcare organizations throughout Illinois to 
encourage residents to get a flu shot during 
Vaccinate Illinois Week (VIW), a statewide 
observance focused on educating the public about 
the importance of getting a flu vaccine during the fall 
and winter months.  Public health officials 
recommend that everyone six months of age or older 
get a flu shot.  Among those more vulnerable to 
complications from the flu are pregnant women, 
young children, the elderly and anyone with 
underlying health conditions like asthma, diabetes or 
a weakened immune system.  A flu vaccine is needed 
every year because flu viruses are constantly 
changing.  Though the flu shot does not cover every 
possible strain of influenza seen every season, it still 
remains the single best protection against the flu in 
general. Getting a vaccine that provides some 
protection is better than no vaccination.  CDPH 
hosted three flu clinics during VIW where residents 
received flu shots at no cost.  Immunization 

 

Healthy Chicago Policy Highlights 
 Mayor Emanuel joined Alderman Burke and 

Alderman Pope to introduce an ordinance limiting 
the amount of petcoke stored in Chicago by requiring 
the Department of Planning and Development to 
issue an order on this by March 31. 

 
 CDPH denied two requests from KCBX to receive an 

exemption from the city's petcoke regulations, which 
are among the nation’s strictest regulations. CDPH 
determined that granting the exemptions would lead 
to more petcoke dust in residential areas. 

 
 An ordinance was introduced to give a one-year 

extension to CDPH's self-inspection pilot program for 

 

 

 

low-risk food establishments. These establishments -- 
often grocery stores -- report their results to CDPH, 
and the city inspectors then do a limited audit to 
ensure the reporting is being done effectively. CDPH 
can then focus limited resources on establishments 
with the highest potential risk to health, such as dine-
in restaurants, to help ensure food safety.    

 
 An ordinance was introduced to allow CDPH to be 

reimbursed by insurance companies for clinic services 
and to hire independent evaluators to gauge the 
effectiveness of certain grant-funded programs  

 
Getting the Word Out 
 Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia M. 

Burwell announced $36.3 million in Affordable Care 
Act funding to 1,113 health centers in all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia and seven U.S. Territories to 
recognize health center quality improvement 
achievements and invest in ongoing quality 
improvement activities. The health centers receiving 
awards are proven leaders in areas such as chronic 
disease management, preventive care and the use of 
Electronic Health Records (EHRs) to report quality 
data.  
 

 The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) is extending the deadline for eligible hospitals 
and Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) to attest to 
meaningful use for the Medicare Electronic Health 
Record (EHR) Incentive Program to December 31, 
2014.  CMS is also extending the deadline for eligible 
hospitals and CAHs that are electronically submitting 
clinical quality measures (CQMs) to meet that 
requirement of meaningful use and the Hospital 
Inpatient Quality Reporting (IQR) program. Hospitals 
now have until December 31, 2014 to submit their 
eCQM data via Quality Net.    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Obesity Prevention 
 The Office of Student Health and Wellness (OSHW) 

launched the second cohort of the CPS Wellness 
Champion Leadership Team that includes a group 
of 15 School-Wellness Champion Leaders that 
assist in the implementation of LearnWELL. 

 
 OSHW has provided direct support to 102 

elementary school and nine high schools for the 
implementation of the Physical Education policy.  

 
 OSHW has trained 327 classroom teachers on 

implementing daily physical activity; outside of 
physical education, into the classroom.  

 
 The Physical Education (PE) Leadership Team has 

held 45 network-based professional development 
socials for 185 PE teachers since the beginning of 
the school year.  

 
 Over 60 Pre-K teachers and teacher assistants were 

trained in StartWELL and Healthy CPS policies and 
services.    

 
Access to Care 
 Walgreens administered 1,600 flu vaccinations 

during Report Pick-Up Day at over 70 schools. 
 
 As of December 1, 14,326 students received a 

vision screening and 16,927 students received a 
hearing screening. 

 
 To date, 12,952 students have received 

comprehensive vision examinations; the goal for 
the school year is 40,000. 

 
 As of December 1, CPS has received 7,292 dental 

records from CDPH. 
 

 
 
 
 Nineteen students received follow-up care from the 

UIC Eye and Ear Infirmary, which is a new partnership 
formed to meet the needs of referrals following a 
failed hearing screening. The students who received 
follow-up care last month already equals the number 
of students who received follow-up care from CPS 
Audiology Clinics last year.  

 
HIV Prevention 
 To date, for the 2014-2015 school year, 44 CPS 

teachers completed the sexual health education 
training; 12 trainers completed the CPS sexual health 
education train-the-trainer process. 

 
School Health Infrastructure 
 There are currently 527 CPS schools (averaging 7.6 

users per school) utilizing the HealthTeacher.com 
health education curriculum.  This usage includes 1.7 
million minutes of student physical activity lessons 
implemented with 555,315 total student physical 
activity minutes in November alone. 

 
 Two staff members attended the Illinois Association 

for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 
(IAHPERD) Conference from November 20-21 in St. 
Charles, IL and discussed CPS Physical Education with 
students in PE teacher educator programs throughout 
the state. 

 
 OSHW presented at the American Public Health 

Association (APHA) 2014 annual meeting on 11/17. 
Two presentations occurred, including one on 
Comprehensive and Coordinated Health Education 
and another on the High School Breakfast Challenge. 
Over 13,000 health professionals attended the APHA 
meeting this year.  

 
 


