
Message From The Commissioner 
  

CDPH continues to lead a coordinated response to the recent 
meningococcal meningitis outbreak after a 6th case was identified in 
Chicago this month.  We recommend that all men who have sex with men 
get vaccinated.  CDPH has expanded free vaccination offerings to more 
locations and at special events. 
 
Meningococcal meningitis is serious and continues to disproportionately 
affect African American men and men who are living with HIV. CDPH is 
working diligently with local LGBT and HIV prevention advocates to reach 
the most at-risk populations and get them vaccinated. To date, we have 
distributed more than 11,000 vaccines to 75 partners across the city in 
addition to launching a comprehensive advertising campaign on radio, 
online and digital billboards.  To increase public awareness, CDPH has 
disseminated multiple news releases and community action alerts, held two 
press events, hosted a webinar for medical providers and briefed City 
Council members of the LGBT Caucus , the Black Caucus & the Health 
Committee.   
 
As we continue to monitor this outbreak, we urge all men who have sex 
with men to get vaccinated and watch for signs of infection which include 
fever, headache and stiff neck. For the most up-to-date information on the 
outbreak and vaccination locations, please visit www.cityofchicago.org/
health.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Julie Morita, M.D.   

HEALTHY CHICAGO PRIORITIES 

www.CityofChicago.org/Health 



 CDPH began its mosquito tracking and abatement 
procedures for 2015 on June 1.  This included dropping 
larvacide in catch basins, which helps limit the number 
of mosquitoes that can carry West Nile Virus, and 
regularly testing mosquitoes that are caught in traps 
located throughout the city.  This information guides 
CDPH’s efforts, allowing teams to respond quickly in 
the right geographic areas to further reduce risks 
through neighborhood outreach and spraying.  West 
Nile virus cannot be transmitted from person-to-
person. Instead, it is transmitted to humans via 
mosquitoes.  With online tips and regular social media 
postings using #FightTheBiteChicago, CDPH daily 
reminds residents to take precautions against 
mosquitos that may carry the virus. Environmental 
Health 

 
 
 
 

 Mayor Emanuel and Growing Power announced that 
Fresh Moves Mobile Markets will begin providing 
affordable fresh fruits and vegetables in food desert 
communities on the city’s south and west sides next 
week. The City will provide one out-of-service transit 
bus plus fuel and maintenance for one year in support 
of the program which will offer affordable, locally-
sourced fresh fruits and vegetables in underserved 

areas. Growing Power, a national leader of the Good 
Food Movement for the last twenty years and an 
award-winning model of sustainable urban farming, 
will bring locally-sourced fresh produce to 
neighborhood stops throughout twelve communities 
in the program’s first year.  The out-of-service bus will 
be retrofitted by Growing Power to serve as a mobile 
market, making community stops throughout the 
week at public locations including schools, health 
clinics, and community centers, where residents can 
purchase locally-sourced fresh produce. Residents will 
be able to use SNAP to make purchases.  Beginning 
Saturday, July 18, the Mobile Markets will be open 
year-round on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays.  Obesity Prevention  

 Divvy is breaking down barriers to access the popular 
bike-share program by offering reduced-cost annual 
memberships to residents.  Under the new initiative, 
Divvy for Everyone (D4E), Chicago residents with 
incomes below 300 percent of the federal poverty 
level who don’t have a credit or debit card will qualify 
for a $5 annual Divvy membership, compared to the 
regular $75 price. The effort follows a major expansion 
of Divvy to new neighborhoods earlier this year.  
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http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/cdph/provdrs/infect_dis/news/2015/June/cdph-and-cdc-expand-meningitis-vaccine-recommendation-amid-growi.html
https://twitter.com/hashtag/fightthebitechicago?src=hash&vertical=default&f=tweets
https://www.divvybikes.com/d4e
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Applicants must appear in person at any of five Local 
Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) Financial 
Opportunity Centers – located in Bronzeville, 
Englewood, East Garfield Park, Humboldt Park and 
Ravenswood – and provide proof of income and 
Chicago residency.  Divvy is working with two local 
organizations on D4E outreach efforts:  Slow Roll 
Chicago and Go Bronzeville. Slow Roll Chicago, which 
dedicated to building a diverse, inclusive and equitable 
bicycle culture in Chicago, is conducting citywide 
outreach; and Go Bronzeville is focused on building 
local awareness in the Bronzeville community.  The 
D4E program is made possible through a $75,000 grant 
from the Better Bike Share Partnership and matching 
funds from Divvy’s exclusive system sponsor, Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Illinois (BCBSIL).  In addition, the 
first 250 D4E members will receive a free bike helmet, 
thanks to BCBSIL’s sponsorship.  Obesity Prevention  

 
 
 

 The Carver Park Teen Wellness Center’s grand opening 
was held earlier this month with the Center hosting a 
family field day to announce the amazing new 
opportunities that will be offered to the community 
through the renovation and opening of the brand new 
Teen Wellness Center. The Carver Park Teen Center 

will provide programming to teens and their families 
throughout the southeast side of Chicago. The 
Center's programming will provide opportunities for 
teens to participate in activities that enhance physical 
wellness, teach stress reduction, promote lifelong 
healthy habits and improve self-confidence. The 
center's programs will have a special emphasis for 
teen girls but also will serve as a community hub that 
builds sustainable bonds between local families and 
other community organizations.  CDPH will be 
partnering with the Chicago Park District to provide 
adolescent health services at the new Center and 
additional programing by CDPH is in the planning 
stages.  Adolescent Health 

 
 CDPH Commissioner Dr. Julie Morita hosted a 

roundtable discussion with Planned Parenthood of 
Illinois bringing together leaders from more than 20 
Chicago health providers and non-profits plus CPS.  
The group led a robust discussion on how the city can 
better partner with community organizations to drive 
down teen STI rates and improve overall adolescent 
health.  All the stakeholders in attendance committed 
to collaborating with CDPH and CPS on upcoming 
initiatives.  Adolescent Health 

  
 CDPH’s Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention Program 

Monitoring Update for June 2015 highlights local 
programmatic successes reported during the 
Enhanced Comprehensive HIV Prevention Planning 
project (ECHPP) (2010-2013), as described by CDPH 
and health departments from Dallas, Miami and Los 
Angeles. CDPH shared successes in dismantling HIV 
service silos and improving local coordination with 
CAHISC through the Unified HIV Plan. The Unified Plan 
continues to serve as a model for other health 
departments who need to integrate their own HIV 
prevention and care activities. HIV Prevention 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Federally-funded school meals provided through 

the National School Breakfast and National School 
Lunch programs provide a key source of nutrition 
for students during the school year. Summer break 
means that many students are left without 
adequate access to food. Since Summer 2012, CPS  
has been serving free, healthy meals through the 
outdoor program, LunchStop. Each year CPS serves 
summer meals at approximately 350 sites.  
LunchStop serves summer meals in a fun and 
familiar way near the school playground or school 
garden. The large outdoor umbrella and colorful 
meal cart make meals more visible and accessible 
for the community. Programs include physical 
activity, such as soccer and yoga, nutrition 
education, school gardening activities and health 
services. LunchStop expanded from the initial four 
sites in Summer 2012 to 35 sites serving 
approximately 63,000 meals in summer 2014. This 
summer CPS will operate 40 LunchStop sites and 
aims to increase number of meals by 20 percent. 

 

 

 CPS’ Office of Student Health and Wellness provides 
teachers with access to HealthTeacher, an online 
health education curriculum with comprehensive 
lessons aligned to Common Core and interactive tools 
that cover topics such as healthy eating, mental and 
emotional health, physical activity, and personal 
health and wellness.  During school year 2014-15, 
more than 500 schools across the district utilized 
HealthTeacher resources, accessing 35,600 health 
education lessons.   

 
 Though Chicago teen birth rates are steadily 

declining, Chicago rates of teen births and sexually 
transmitted infections are significantly higher than 
state and national rates and, like the rest of the U.S., 
there are significant disparities by race, ethnicity and 
community area. In an effort to provide increased 
access to high quality, comprehensive family planning 
services to Chicago teens, the Rush School Based 
Health Center (SBHC) at Simpson Academy was 
recently approved as the first SBHC in Illinois to 
provide family planning services as part of the federal 
Title X program. This summer, Rush University 
nursing students are involved in a public health 
project aimed at assessing community need and 
outreaching to area youth in need of family planning 
services. The SBHC at Simpson is open four days a 
week this summer for youth in need of care. It is 
anticipated that these new services at Simpson will 
provide CPS students access to health services that 
keep them on track for academic and lifetime 
success.  Chicago is host to 29 other school based 
health centers that offer an array of child and 
adolescent health services that include primary care, 
sexual health and mental health services. SBHCs are 
uniquely positioned to provide confidential and youth
- friendly services to CPS students.  


