
Message From The Commissioner 
  

Last month I stood between my mother and daughter as I was officially 
confirmed by City Council as Commissioner of CDPH, a true honor for me.  I 
am incredibly humbled by the support the Mayor, City Council and the 
CDPH staff has shown me through this process.  I look forward to working 
with them and the rest of the community as we continue to develop 
Healthy Chicago 2.0 over the next few months and as we implement it over 
the next four years.   
 
Healthy Chicago 2.0 focuses on health equity — assuring all 2.7 million 
Chicagoans have the opportunity to live safe and healthy lives. We have 
identified areas where health gaps are the greatest and will build actionable 
strategies to close those gaps. This plan requires the commitment of 
multiple partners including community organizations, providers and, of 
course, our State government.  
 
However, Gov. Rauner’s proposed budget threatens to take billions in 
resources away – resources that would help us ensure a healthier city for 
all. Chicago would lose significant funding for mental health treatment, 
substance abuse treatment and tobacco cessation.  Medicaid funding cuts 
could end CDPH’s dental services for school children living below the 
poverty line.  One of my first actions as Health Commissioner was to write 
an opinion piece for the Chicago Sun-Times opposing Governor Rauner’s 
budget cuts to health and social services, which you can read at http://
tinyurl.com/drjulieoped.  CDPH is doing great work, but we need the 
resources to continue this great work.  I am looking forward to fighting this 
good fight with you and the residents of this city. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Julie Morita, M.D.   

HEALTHY CHICAGO PRIORITIES 

www.CityofChicago.org/Health 

http://tinyurl.com/drjulieoped
http://tinyurl.com/drjulieoped
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 CDPH and Health & Disability Advocates (HDA) 
brought together more than 30 representatives from 
22 Chicago charitable hospitals and hospital systems 
last month to launch the Healthy Chicago Hospital 
Collaborative.  The new collaborative is a result of 
the Affordable Care Act, which requires charitable 
not-for-profit hospitals to conduct community health 
assessments and implement community health 
improvement plans.  The Collaborative also released, 
“Chicago Hospitals and the Affordable Care Act:  
More Opportunities for Prevention,” report that 
identifies shared priorities of 27 hospitals serving 
Chicago communities.  The report is available online 
at CityofChicago.org/Health.  The Healthy Chicago 
Hospital Collaborative was made possible through 
the generous support of the Otho S.A. Sprague 
Memorial Institute.  Public Health Infrastructure 

 
 
 

 Foodborne Chicago has been recognized as a Top 25 
program in this year’s “Innovations in American 
Government Awards” by the Ash Center for 
Democratic Governance and Innovation at the John 
F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard 
University.  Two years ago, CDPH and the 
SmartChicago Collaborative launched the web 

 Healthy Chicago 2.0 is continuing to progress.  In the 
past month, we worked with the “Partnership for 
Healthy Chicago” and held three community 
conversations in Austin, Englewood, and Pilsen to 
prioritize almost 40 overarching strategic issues that 
emerged from the community feedback.  CDPH and 
Partnership members then further ranked the issues 
and identified the following ten action areas for 
Healthy Chicago 2.0:  Access to Health Care & Social 
Supports, Chronic Disease, Community Development, 
Community Safety & Violence Prevention,  Data & 
Research, Education, Maternal, Child & Adolescent 
Health, Mental Health System and Partnerships & 
Mobilizing Communities.  To develop goals, objectives 
and strategies for each of the ten priorities, we 
solicited volunteers and received over 200 
applications.  From this qualified pool of people, we 
identified 100 stakeholders, community residents and 
CDPH staff to constitute the ten Action Teams.  Each 
team will meet several times from May through July.  

        Public Health Infrastructure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/cdph/statistics_and_reports/ChicagoHospitalsandACAReport2015.pdf
http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/cdph/statistics_and_reports/ChicagoHospitalsandACAReport2015.pdf
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application with the goal of improving food safety in 
Chicago.  The app identifies tweets about food 
poisoning, then replies privately, providing 
assistance for the individual to file an online 
complaint through 311.  Since its launch, FoodBorne 
Chicago classified more than 3,700 tweets related to 
food poisoning in Chicago, which led to 722 food 
poisoning reports submitted to CDPH.  Based on 
these reports, 526 inspections were conducted 
which led to critical or serious violations at 112 food 
establishments, violations which would not have 
been identified as quickly without the use of data 
from Twitter.  Food Safety 

 
 CDPH was awarded four supplemental grants 

totaling $5,344,486 to enhance Ebola and other 
threat response capabilities by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Service’s Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and 
Response (ASPR). Funding from the first grants will 
be used to enhance plans and alert systems, increase 
training and exercises for hospitals, EMS and other 
first response teams, and to build and strengthen 
infection control capabilities for Chicago healthcare 
facilities . It will also be used to support active 
monitoring of travelers from West Africa remaining 
in Chicago who may be at risk of illness. 
Communicable Disease 

 
 During Childhood Exposure to Violence (CEV) 

Prevention Week last month, April 20-24, the CDPH 
Office of Violence Prevention’s Chicago Safe Start 
initiative honored individuals, groups and 
organizations with Community Spirit Awards, an 
annual recognition for those working in the 
community to combat and prevent CEV in 

 

 

 

neighborhoods across Chicago.  The 2015 award 
recipients include:  The 7th District Domestic Violence 
Sub-committee (Chicago Police Department), Tiffany 
Conroy (Children’s Research Triangle), RAISE Coalition 
on Child Sexual Assault, Chicago Children’s Advocacy 
Center, Anthony Ramirez DiVittorio (Becoming a Man 
Program), Yolanda Owens (Between Friends) and the 
Marquette School of Excellence Peace and Leadership 
Council.  Violence Prevention 

 
 CDPH’s Office of Violence Prevention & Behavioral 

Health is joining the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Administration (SAMHSA) for National 
Prevention Week, May 17-23, to increase public 
awareness of substance abuse and mental health 
issues.  The 2015 theme is “The Voice of One, the 
Power of All,” and everyone is encouraged to 
participate in healthy activities, instill healthy habits in 
children from an early age, set an example by staying 
substance-free and learn how to recognize early signs 
of behavioral health issues.  We all play a role in 
keeping the people around us, and ourselves, healthy 
and safe.  Behavioral Health 

 
 Last month, Mayor Emanuel announced a $750,000 

investment to increase mental health services for the 
City’s most vulnerable residents.  This investment is 
on top of current CDPH investments to strengthen the 
overall mental health infrastructure.  These new 
services would reach returning residents from 
incarceration at Cook County Jail, the uninsured and 
those ineligible for coverage under the Affordable 
Care Act.  Returning Residents:  Thresholds received 
$250,000 to launch a new initiative in collaboration 
with the Cook County Sherriff’s Office where Chicago 
residents released from jail, and in need of ongoing 
mental health services, will be linked to a provider 
upon exiting for ongoing treatment and support 

http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/cdph/provdrs/healthychicago/alerts/2015/may/national-prevention-week.html
http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/cdph/provdrs/healthychicago/alerts/2015/may/national-prevention-week.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

services.  Uninsured Residents:  Five agencies 
received a total of $250,000 to provide psychiatry 
services to uninsured residents.  Outreach to 
Vulnerable Populations:  Awards will be invested 
to engage those hard-to-reach populations who 
often go without mental health services. 
Thresholds has been awarded $125,000 to provide 
outreach to homeless populations.  The Puerto 
Rican Cultural Center and Pilsen Little Village have 
been awarded $62,500 each to serve populations 
ineligible for health insurance under the Affordable 
Care Act expansion, including undocumented 
residents.  Behavioral Health & Access to Care  

 
Healthy Chicago Policy Highlights 
 City Council approved an ordinance, introduced by 

Mayor Emanuel, to bring dental care to thousands 
of low-income children at no cost to taxpayers. The 
measure will allow the city to expand its current 
dental program in Chicago Public Schools (CPS) to 
all schools within Chicago’s borders. The dentists 
who provide the services would bear all of the 
costs, ultimately billing Medicaid for the care.  The 
single most common chronic disease among 
children is dental cavities.  Today, more than half of 
Chicago’s third-graders have had a cavity and 30 
percent have untreated decay. Those numbers are 
lower than they were just five years ago, thanks in 
large part to the city’s program ensuring dental 
care for some 115,000 low-income CPS students. 
Mayor Emanuel’s ordinance would allow every 
school in the city, and tens of thousands of 
additional low-income students, to participate in 
the program. Adolescent Health 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting the Word Out 
 In April, CDPH Commissioner Dr. Julie Morita 

accepted, on behalf of CDPH, the National Forum’s 
Heart Healthy Stroke Free Award in recognition of 
CDPH’s Healthy Chicago, Healthy Hearts Action Plan.  

 
 The HIV/STI Division recently relocated the South 

Austin STI Specialty Clinic to a new location in Austin 
at 4909 W. Division. The clinic was opened officially 
on April 15, 2015 and staff saw 13 patients on the 
first day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 On May 1, Chicago Public Schools hosted “Emerald 
City”, the fourth annual Chicago Gay Straight Alliance 
(GSA) Prom at Northside College Prep.  With over 200 
students from 38 CPS high schools, the prom 
celebrated lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
questioning (LGBTQ) students and their allies, and it 
provided a safe space for LGBTQ students to embrace 
diversity, meet other teens and dance the night 
away.  The GSA Prom was organized by several CPS 
teachers and social workers, with the support of the 
CPS Office of Student Health and Wellness. 
Adolescent Health 

 
 


