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Public Notice: Start of Meeting Delayed 

 

The start of the regularly scheduled Board of Health meeting was delayed, which was planned in 

advance and coordinated with advice from the Office of the Attorney General, to accommodate a 

closed-door site visit with the Public Health Accreditation Board.   

 

The change in meeting time was publically posted in accordance with the Illinois Open Meeting Act 

more than 48 hours in advance.  In addition, members of the public that regularly attend the Board of 

Health Meeting were personally notified of the delayed start time on April 17, 2013 – nearly a month in 

advance. 

 

 

Roll Call 
 

Board Members Present:  

 

Carolyn C. Lopez, M.D. 

Victor Gonzalez 

Steven K. Rothschild, M.D. 

Joseph B. Starshak 

 

 

Board Members Absent: 

 

Carl C. Bell, M.D. 

Adele Joy Cobbs, M.D. 

Melanie Dreher, Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N. 

Caswell A Evans, Jr., D.D.S., M.P.H. 

Horace E. Smith, M.D. 

 

 

For the Department: 

 

Bechara Choucair, M.D., Commissioner



 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING  

 

May 15, 2013 

DePaul Center, 333 S. State Street 

Meeting Summary 
 

 

Call to Order: President Lopez called the meeting to order at shortly at 10:12A.M.  She recognized the 

meeting had started later than usual because of a site visit with the Public Health Accreditation Board 

earlier that morning.  

  
Approval of Minutes | Tabled: Several board members needed to leave after the site visit with the 

Public Health Accreditation Board.  Without a sufficient quorum, approval of the minutes was tabled.  The 

April 17, 2013 minutes will be reviewed at the June meeting. 

 

Comments by Board President: The PHAB site visit cause day to be longer than usual for Board 

members. Dr. Carolyn Lopez thanked members who were able to stay for both of the PHAB site visit 

and the Board of Health Meeting.  

  
Commissioner/Healthy Chicago Update:  Commissioner Bechara Choucair provided an update on 

the following items: 

 

   Accreditation – The Commissioner explained that the accreditation site visit is the culmination 

of 18 months of work.  He thanked the Board members for their participation in this important 

process and hoped the department will have good news to share regarding the outcome of the 

site visit later this summer. 

  
   House Bill 61 – The State Journal-Register ran a guest column authored by the Commissioner 

regarding the HIV / Principal Notification law in April.   

   New Ad Campaign – The Chicago Department of Public Health’s Office of Adolescent and 

School Health launched its 2013 teen pregnancy prevention campaign that features a series of 

ads that challenge gender roles related to teen pregnancy and parenthood.  The campaign 

features attention-grabbing images of teenage boys depicted as pregnant to spark conversations 

among adolescents and adults on the issue of teen pregnancy, and to make the case that teen 

parenthood is more than just a girl’s responsibility.  The ads are currently displayed on public 

transit buses, trains, platforms and bus shelters in Chicago.  

 

The campaign has generated conversations on Facebook and Twitter including residents 

tweeting photos of the ads to CDPH at www.Twitter.com/ChiPublicHealth. 

 

Policy/Legislative Update:  There are substantial updates to share.  However, in the interest of time, 

Kendall Stagg provided his report to the Board in writing and referred the Board to the policy report in 

their meeting packet.  The Illinois General Assembly will adjourn before the next Board meeting, so 

there will be a robust update next month. 

 

Presentation: Dr. Suzet M. McKinney, Deputy Commissioner for Emergency Preparedness, presented 

on Medical Countermeasure (MCM) Planning in Chicago and the role policy plays in setting the 

foundation for public health response in emergency situations.   

 

Old Business:  None. 



 

 

 

New Business: None. 

 

Public Comments: Badonna Reingold asked for an update on the mental health status of the 

Department and state, specifically referring to the Mental Health task force.  

 

Commissioner Choucair reported on the activities of the Mental Health Task Force, which is a group of 

representatives of Chicago government (Chicago Fire Department, Chicago Police Department, 

CDPH), service providers, academics, consumers and other stakeholders.  The Commissioner also 

briefly mentioned the following: (1) the Department’s transition of mental health services over the last 

year; (2) Together for Health and its pediatric mental health initiative, which will begin two pilot 

programs on Chicago's west and south sides, funded by the Illinois Children's Health Care Foundation; 

and (3) the Affordable Care Act and its implications for the CountyCare program. 

 

Meeting Adjourned: The meeting adjourned at 10:35A.M. 


