
Meeting Summary of the Regular Meeting of 

the Chicago Board of Health 

CDPH Board Room, 2
nd

 Floor 

DePaul Center, 333 South State Street 

Wednesday, June 19, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Board Members Present: 

  

 Carolyn C. Lopez, M.D. 

 Carl C. Bell, M.D. 

 Adele Joy Cobbs, M.D. 

Melanie Dreher, Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N. 

Victor Gonzalez 

Joseph B. Starshak 

 

Board Members Absent: 

 

 Caswell A Evans, Jr., D.D.S., M.P.H. 

 Steven K. Rothschild, M.D. 

 Horace E. Smith, M.D. 

  

For the Department: 

 

Erica Salem, Deputy Commissioner, representing Bechara Choucair, M.D., Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING  

June 19, 2013 

DePaul Center, 333 S. State Street 

Meeting Summary 

 

Call to Order: President Lopez called the meeting to order at 9:04 A.M. 

 

Commissioner’s Report and Healthy Chicago Update: Deputy Commissioner Erica Salem provided an 

update on the following items in place of Commissioner Bechara Choucair, M.D. 

 

 ‘Unexpected’ Teen Pregnancy Campaign: The ‘Unexpected’ Campaign has posted ads of 

pregnant teenage boys to raise awareness of teen pregnancy in Chicago, and remind citizens that 

teen pregnancy affects more than just the mothers.  

 Accreditation for Mental Health: The Commission for the Accreditation of Rehabilitation 

Facilities International has accredited CDPH Mental Health Division for another 3 years, the 

highest accreditation level possible. 

 School-based Vision Program: Mayor Emanuel and Commissioner Choucair announced the 

expansion of a school-based vision program in CPS. Glasses fittings, free vision exams and 

eyeglasses will be provided to students if needed. 

 Infection Control Conference: The 18th Annual Chicago Infection Control Conference brought 

together a number of preventionists from across the city to discuss Coronavirus, H7N9 and 

advances in health care and HIV and others. CDPH was successful in putting forth many issues 

they found to be pressing. 

 Vaccines for Children: Our immunization program hosted its 5
th
 regional meeting to enroll 

health care providers in the Vaccines for Children program. 

 

Approval of Minutes: All were in favor of approving April 17, 2013 and May 15, 2013 minutes.  

 

Comments from Board President: President Carolyn C. Lopez, M.D., welcomed students from 

University of Illinois attending the meeting. Dr. Lopez explained that this advisory board was founded 

150 years ago in response to a cholera outbreak and that the Board provides advice for the commissioner 

and the mayor on issues concerning health. The Board helps support the department in the process of 

accreditation.  

 

Debrief: PHAB Site Visit/Accreditation Process: Jaime Dircksen, Deputy Commissioner, explained 

that PHAB, or the Public Health Accreditation Board, has not yet sent a report on the CDPH’s 

performance. Dircksen stated PHAB identified 3 strengths and 3 weaknesses of the Department thus far. 

 

 Strengths: 

1. Relationships  

2. Leadership 

3. Ability to use policy as a tool 

Weaknesses: 

1. Community Health Surveys 



2. Hiring 

3. How we use our community 

 

Dircksen said that they are supposed to have the report by next week, which will provide more 

information. The Accreditation Committee of PHAB will meet in August, in which we will be a part of 

for the decision.  

 

Policy/Legislative Update: Deferred. 

 

Presentation: A presentation on Teen Pregnancy Prevention Initiative (TPPI) was given by Suzanne 

Elder, Program Director.   

 

Elder explained that TPPI is a 5 year, $19.7 million initiative aimed to reduce teen pregnancies, which in 

Chicago, is one and a half times the national average. TPPI is split into 3 levels: city, school and student.  

 

The initiative at city level is focused on Public Awareness, including shelter ads, adolescent-focused 

websites and, most prominently, ‘Unexpected’ ads, or the pregnant teen boys ads. Elder described how 

successful these ads and websites have been.  

 

The initiative at the school level is focused on sex education. The CPS Board has adopted a new policy 

mandating age-appropriate sexual education for grades K-12. Another goal at the school level is 

increasing condom availability in CPS high schools, led by the Condom Availability Program of 

Columbia College of Art and Design. 

 

The initiative at the student level is the Teen Outreach Program (TOP), which is a curriculum shown to 

decrease pregnancy, course failure and suspensions by 50%.  

 

Elder introduced her two interns to the Board. 

 

Board member Carl C. Bell, M.D., was asked to give his opinion on the program. Dr. Bell stated that 

adolescents need guidance, which is exactly what TPPI is doing. He explained that education is essential. 

He also stated that the ‘Unexpected’ ads, featuring pregnant teen boys, grabs people’s attention and 

provokes family conversation on these topics.  

 

There was a discussion of selling these posters to other cities, but Elder stated that we do not own these 

pictures nor the rights to them, hence we cannot sell them. 

 

Policy/Legislative Update: Kendall Stagg, Director of Policy, presented the Policy/Legislative Report, 

including the following highlights: 

 

City: 

 

 An ordinance was passed on May 8, 2013 that strengthens and clarifies existing ordinances and 

further reduces the risk of exposure to lead-based paints.  



 A bed bugs ordinance was approved this month. 

 Dr. Cortland Lohff testified against coal-tar-based sealants because of the health risks they pose 

as potential carcinogens. 

 

State: Passed 

 

 House Bill 1: Medical Marijuana. Allows a qualifying patient to possess up to 2.5 ounces of 

medical marijuana. Regulations of cultivation are yet to be established by the Department of 

Agriculture.  

 House Bill 61: Principal Notification of HIV Status Bill. Makes changes to the provision 

concerning school-aged children who are reported as having been diagnosed with AIDS or HIV. 

 House Bill 188: Underage Tanning Ban Bill. States that anyone under the age of 18, even with 

parent permission, is not permitted to use a tanning bed or any other UV light emitting device.  

 House Bill 2250: E-Cigarettes and Minors Bill. Bans the selling, giving or vending of an 

alternative nicotine product or any cartridge or component to anyone under the age of 18.  

 House Bill 2675: Comprehensive Sex Education Bill. Creates a standard for existing sexual 

health education courses taught in grades 6-12. Provides medically accurate, age-appropriate, 

complete information on reducing STDs, STIs, and unintended pregnancies, including 

information on abstinence, contraception, healthy relationships and boundary setting. Allows 

parents to choose not to allow their children to receive this education.  

 Senate Bill 26: Expansion of Medicaid Eligibility Bill. Expands Medicaid eligibility to all adults 

between 19 and 64 who have incomes at or below 138% of the Federal Poverty Limit. 

 Senate Bill 1495: Food Handler Safety Bill. Beginning July 1, 2014, any individual seeking a 

food service sanitation manager certificate or a food service sanitation manager instructor 

certificate must complete a minimum of 8 hours of Department of Public Health-approved 

training, inclusive of the examination, and receive a score of at least 75% on the examination. 

 

State: Did NOT Pass 

 

 Senate Bill 10: Same Sex Marriage. Passed the Senate and House Executive Committee, but was 

not called on Third Reading.  

 Senate Bill 2202: Smoke Free Campus. Would have prohibited smoking on any campus of a 

State-supported institution of higher education. 

 

Federal: 

 

 The over-the-counter morning-after contraceptive pill has been made readily available for girls of 

all ages without consent or a prescription by the Obama administration.  

 

Old Business: Kendall Stagg reminded the Board that the Illinois Open Meetings Act requires members 

of a body bound by the Act must receive annual training. Mr. Stagg will continue to reach out to 

individual members of the Board to ensure that training is completed. 



New Business: Kendall Stagg stated that the Law Department needs for the Board to draft rules, which 

will be coming in the newly edited by-laws. Mr. Stagg introduced a new intern, Andrea Molino, who will 

be providing staff support for this summer, as well as making changes to the Board’s old by-laws.  

Public Comments: Badonna Reingold asked Deputy Commissioner Erica Salem what the staffing level 

for the Department of Public Health currently is. Reingold expressed her worry that no one would be 

hired because of the budget and sequester cuts. In addition, Reingold expressed concern about the 

approval of hiring 10 positions in the Mental Health Department because of the budget and sequester cuts.  

Erica Salem responded that the Department of Public Health is feeling the impact of the government cuts, 

but since funding has only been reduced by a few percentage points, the department is dealing with it well 

and it is not drastic.  In addition, Salem stated that she believes hiring has been resumed for the Mental 

Health Department.  

Meeting Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 10:04 a.m. 

 

Next Board Meeting: July 17, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 


