
 

 

Meeting Summary of the Regular Meeting of 

the Chicago Board of Health 

CDPH Board Room, 2nd Floor 

DePaul Center, 333 S. State Street 

Wednesday, April 17, 2013, 9:00 AM 

 

 

Roll Call 

 

Board Members Present:  

 

Carolyn C. Lopez, M.D. 

Carl C. Bell, M.D. 

Adele Joy Cobbs, M.D. 

Melanie Dreher, Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N. 

Caswell A Evans, Jr., D.D.S., M.P.H. 

Victor Gonzalez 

Steven K. Rothschild, M.D. 

Joseph B. Starshak 

Horace E. Smith, M.D. 

 

 

Board Members Absent: 

 

 None 

 

 

For the Department: 

 

Bechara Choucair, M.D., Commissioner



 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

MEETING  

April 17, 2013 

DePaul Center, 333 S. State Street 

Meeting Summary 

 

 

Call to Order: President Lopez called the meeting to order at 9:05A.M. 

 

Approval of Minutes: The March 20, 2013 meeting minutes were approved. 

 

Commissioner’s Report and Healthy Chicago Update:  Commissioner Bechara Choucair provided an update 

on the following items: 

 

 Mental health services consolidation: The Commissioner distributed the evaluation of CDPH’s mental 

health services one year after clinics were consolidated, showing that capacity has been maintained and 752 

new clients received services at our sites.   

 

 LGBT Advisory Council: Last month CDPH appointed 16 community leaders to serve as the Chicago 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Health Advisory Council.  The Advisory Council will provide 

expertise in the implementation of the City’s LGBT Health Action Plan, which was launched last year. 

 

 Food Poisoning Application: Last week CDPH launched a new web app that identifies tweets related to 

possible food poisoning in Chicago.  Users are then connected to the app’s online form so they can initiate a 

formal complaint using the City’s Open 311 system.   

 

 NACCHO Meeting: More than 100 public health commissioners and researchers met in Chicago for a 

special three-day event hosted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the National 

Association of City and County Health Officials (NACCHO) to define strategies to improve the health of 

their communities. During the meeting, we launched Keep Your Heart Healthy, a program which identifies 

those at highest risk for developing heart disease and focuses on empowering these individuals to reduce 

their risks.  This initiative is collaboration with Northwestern University and other community partners. 

 

 Beyond Pink! Advisory Committee: The CDPH Beyond Pink Advisory Committee met to discuss efforts 

for a public awareness campaign to promote mammography.  The June meeting will provide media training 

for committee members, who are breast cancer survivors, service providers and researchers.   

 

 

Comments by Board President: Dr. Carolyn Lopez shared her positive impressions of the emergency response 

effort at the Boston Marathon and noted that Chicago has time to institute similar preparations for the Chicago 

Marathon in the fall.   

 

 

Accreditation Update: Jaime Dircksen updated the Board on Public Health Accreditation and our upcoming site 

visit, which will be held on May 14-15, 2013.  The Board will be involved with the site visit during a meeting 

with the site visit team and other community partners.  To prepare the Board for this meeting, Jaime will send 

out a “tip sheet.”  Two weeks after the visit, CDPH should receive a site visit report and then the final vote on 



 

 

accreditation is expected in the late summer.  The first cohort of 11 health departments received their 

accreditation status in February and Jaime has been communicating with them to learn how to make our visit 

more successful.   

 

 

Policy/Legislative Update:  Kendall Stagg presented the Policy/Legislative Report, including the following 

highlights: 

 

City  

 

City Council introduced two new ordinances:  

 

 The ordinance requires applicants for certain repair, renovation, and painting (RRP) work show 

certification that they received training federal lead-safe work processes and also clarifies the notice, fee 

and disposal provision regarding asbestos 

 

 A ban on pavement sealants that are made with coal tar. 

 

State 

 

 House Bill 61, legislation repealing mandated principal notification for HIV, has been voted out of 

committee by a vote of 7 to 2. 

 

 House Bill 2250, which prohibits the sale of e-cigarettes to minors, passed in the House. 

 

 The newly-formed CDPH LGBT Advisory Group sent a letter to the State highlighting the public health 

benefits of marriage equality. 

 

Federal 

 

The packet contains an analysis of the public health implications of the President's budget delineating the 

administration's policy priorities, including a commitment to Medicaid expansion. The administration indicated 

that if Congress does not allow for adequate funding for Health Insurance Marketplaces and Navigators, those 

programs would be funded through cuts to the Prevention and Public Health Fund.  Public health advocates 

disagree with this strategy, which reduces the amount of funding for public health efforts. 

   

 The Senate voted to consider gun control and safety legislation.   

 

 A federal court in the Eastern District of New York ruled that the morning-after pill must be made 

available in pharmacies over the counter to girls aged 16 and older. 

 

 

Presentation: Eric Jones (CDPH) and Dr. Stephanie Whyte (Chicago Public Schools) presented information on 

obesity in Chicago Public Schools.  Eric Jones shared findings from CDPH’s report Obesity in Chicago Public 

Schools, which analyzes student data from Kindergarten, grade 6 and grade 9.  Dr. Whyte presented Healthy 

CPS, which is a companion piece to the Healthy Chicago Agenda and focuses on strategies to improve CPS 

student health.  Some of the strategies include: strengthen nutrition education, increasing water consumption, 



 

 

implement wellness policy, increase access to healthy snacks and beverages, strengthen physical education 

programming, and develop parent engagement strategies. 

 

 

Old Business:  Kendall Stagg reminded Board members regarding annual ethics filing requirements, as well as a training 

requirement related to the Illinois Open Meetings Act. 

 

  

New Business: Kendall Stagg reminded Board members of the May 31, 2013 filing deadline for their Statement of 

Financial Interest. 

 

Public Comments: Badonna Reingold had several comments. 

 

 Requested people call their legislators in support of Senator Debbie Stabenow amendment on gun reform 

legislation that would provide for comprehensive community mental health care. 

 

 Uncertain about if uninsured mental health clients that are not at CDPH clinics are receiving services. 

 

 Although clients enrolled in CountyCare are supposed to receive mental health treatments, the enrollment 

process has been slow and it isn’t clear what type of services they will be able to receive.   

Commissioner Choucair responded that CountyCare is working to enroll 115,000 clients and is advocating 

for comprehensive treatment options.   

 

 

Meeting Adjourned: The meeting adjourned at 10:23 a.m. 


