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Brighton Park  
Community Area Snap Shot 
Overview 

• The project site is located in the Brighton Park Community Area, and is 
located immediately adjacent to Back of the Yards neighborhood. 

• The data below reflects demographic information specific to the Brighton 

Park Community Area from CMAP (ACS 2014-2018 data)  
 

Demographics:  

• Total population is roughly 45,000 
• 83.1% of the population is Hispanic or Latino 
• 44.7% of households are 4 or more people 
• 32.1% of residents are 19 years of age or younger 

• Median household income is $41,176 
 

Cultural/Historic Context: 

• Historically home to a variety of transportation industries, including the Santa 
Fe Railroad’s Corwith Yards 

• This project is part of Chicago’s INVEST South/West initiative 
 

Land Use Data:  

• The site is currently vacant and zoned M2-2 and C1-2 
• Adjacent zoning includes M2-2, M2-3, C1-2, RS-3, B3-1 and RM-4,5 
• Brighton Park is one of the top 5 community areas in the City in need of 

open space 2 
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Site Selection 

• Ownership of the building at 541 N. Fairbanks has transitioned, 

compelling CPD to search for a new home for its administrative 

offices.  

• 20 locations were considered for a new CPD headquarters, including 

sites in the loop and in neighborhoods across Chicago.  

• CPD selected the former industrial site at 48th and Western as the site 

of the new headquarters for a number of reasons: 

• The development of this site will provide significant, transformative 

value to the Brighton Park community, one of the top 5 community 

areas in the city in need of open space.  

• The large, 17-acre site makes it possible for CPD to provide 

significant indoor and outdoor recreation opportunities and assets 

for people of all ages and abilities.  

• The site location provides direct access to the Western Avenue 

Orange Line Station and direct access to major bus lines including 

the Western Avenue (49) bus route, which is a Transit Served 

Location route. 
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SITE CONTEXT MAP TO IDENTIFY: 

Site Boundary 

North Arrow 

Street and Highway Names 

Transit Lines/Stations + TSL Bus Lines 

Proximity to Public Parks 

Institutions and Neighborhood Anchors 

Landmark Buildings/Districts + Red/Orange Rated Buildings 

Predominant Zoning 

 

 

 

 

 

SITE CONTEXT PLAN 

 

SITE CONTEXT 



5 SITE CONTEXT PLAN 
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6 SITE CONTEXT PLAN 

 

SITE CONTEXT 



7 EXISTING ZONING 



8 PD BOUNDARY MAP 



9 PLAYING FIELDS AND GRAND LAWN 



10 COMMUNITY SPACE WITHIN BUILDING 



11 COVERED EVENT TERRACE 
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existing 

Pedestrian Context 
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existing 
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AERIAL VIEW OF CONTEXT WITH RENDERING OF PROPOSED PROJECT 

Include Massing of Approved Projects 

Identify Building Heights in Context Related to Proposed Project 

Provide Multiple Views/Slides for Projects That Have Significant Impact on Context 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERIOR COURTYARD PATH ENTRANCE USING CHICAGO COMMON BRICK 
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AERIAL VIEW OF CONTEXT WITH RENDERING OF PROPOSED PROJECT 

Include Massing of Approved Projects 

Identify Building Heights in Context Related to Proposed Project 

Provide Multiple Views/Slides for Projects That Have Significant Impact on Context 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FITNESS CENTER 



18 

existing 

Pedestrian Context 



19 
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AERIAL VIEW OF CONTEXT WITH RENDERING OF PROPOSED PROJECT 

Include Massing of Approved Projects 

Identify Building Heights in Context Related to Proposed Project 

Provide Multiple Views/Slides for Projects That Have Significant Impact on Context 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENT TERRACE LOOKING WEST  
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AERIAL VIEW OF CONTEXT WITH RENDERING OF PROPOSED PROJECT 

Include Massing of Approved Projects 

Identify Building Heights in Context Related to Proposed Project 

Provide Multiple Views/Slides for Projects That Have Significant Impact on Context 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AERIAL VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST 



22 SITE PLAN 



23 PLAY AREA AND WATER FEATURE 



24 PLAY AREA AND WATER FEATURE 



25 PLAY AREA AND WATER FEATURE 



26 NATURAL PLAY AREA 



27 SITE PLAN 
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28 DESIGN REVIEW COMMENTS RE: VEH/PED CONFLICTS 



29 GROUND FLOOR PLAN 



30 SECOND FLOOR PLAN 



31 ROOF PLAN 



32 BUILDING ELEVATION (EAST AND SOUTH) 



33 BUILDING ELEVATION (WEST AND NORTH) 



34 BUILDING SECTIONS 



35 BUILDING SECTIONS 



36 FAÇADE SECTIONS 

perimeter curtainwall and 

sun screen wall section 
courtyard curtainwall wall section courtyard curtainwall wall section 



37 TRANSPORTATION, TRAFFIC, AND PARKING 

• A key reason CPD selected this site for the Headquarters and park 

development is its proximity to the Western Avenue Orange Line 

Station and its direct access to major bus lines including the Western 

Avenue (49) bus route, which is a Transit Served Location route. 

 

• The installation of a new traffic signal at 48th Place and South Western 

Avenue will promote safe and efficient circulation of pedestrians, 

cyclists, and motor vehicles into and out of the site. 

 

• The park development provides adequate bike parking to promote 

transit, pedestrian, and bicycle use. 

 

• Parking necessary to support building and site programs is 

strategically sited to minimize visual impact. 

 



38 URBAN DESIGN 

• Park 596 is located along the Chicago Park and Boulevard System, a 

network of major parks connected by green boulevards. The design 

concept for the new park references the Chicago Park and Boulevard 

system, with a continuous park pathway that widens out periodically 

into courtyards and plazas. 

 

• Historic Chicago Fieldhouses were located centrally in the park and 

organized the surrounding park landscape into programmatic zones. 

Like many historic CPD fieldhouses, the new building is set into the 

park.  

 

• The installation of a new traffic signal at 48th Place, creates a safe 

pedestrian condition across Western Avenue.   

 

• Improving sidewalks, crosswalks, and streetscape conditions along 

48th Street and Western Avenue.  

 



39 OPEN SPACE + LANDSCAPING 

• Park 596 showcases a variety of landscape types including a meadow 

with nature garden and a grand lawn. 

 

• The plant palette includes a variety of shade trees, ornamental trees, 

shrubs, perennials, and grasses. 

 

• The building’s green roof includes over 30 variety of plants. 

 



40 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY 


