
1.  Widespread first-year building participation:
• 348 buildings spanning 260 million square feet reported 

in 2014 (including voluntary or early compliance by 77 
facilities)

• 11% of citywide energy consumption was covered by 
reporting buildings 

• 78% of Chicago’s communities housed reporting 
buildings

• 90%+ compliance among buildings required to report 
in 2014

2.  Unprecedented, sector-specific data on energy use in 
Chicago’s largest buildings:

• Building size or age appears to have little effect on 
energy intensity,3  but building space use is a primary 
driver of energy intensity 

• Median ENERGY STAR® Score was 76 out of 100 (for 
buildings eligible to receive a score) 

• Chicago energy performance is in-line with comparable 
buildings in other major markets, including New York 
City, Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C.  and it exceeds 
national averages for comparable US buildings

• Commercial offices comprise 61% of the buildings 
required to report in 2014. Other property types include 
healthcare, schools, higher education facilities, and 
‘other’ buildings

3.  Enormous opportunity to save money, reduce emissions, 
and create jobs from improving all buildings’ energy 
intensity to 50th percentile (average) and 75th percentile 
(above-average), by sector:

• 13%–23% total energy reduction4 

• $44M–77M energy cost savings
• 460,000–844,000 tons of avoided greenhouse gas 

emissions (equivalent to removing 95,000–175,000 cars 
from the road)

• More than 1,000 jobs from investments to achieve these 
savings 

The following pages explore overall and sector-specific findings 
on the energy performance of many of Chicago’s largest 
buildings, along with specific actions for pursuing cost-effective 
efficiency improvement.

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Energy benchmarking engaged the real estate and 
energy communities to increase transparency of 
building energy use and has uncovered tens of 
millions of dollars in potential savings. Delivering 
those savings will increase competitiveness as we 
work toward a brighter economic and environmental 
future for our city.

 - Mayor Rahm Emanuel

“

1 Full text of the Chicago Building Energy Benchmarking Ordinance available at: http://www.cityofchicago.org/energybenchmarking
2 Sustainable Chicago 2015 Action Agenda: http://www.cityofchicago.org/sustainability  
3  Energy intensity is the energy consumption per square foot of building area. While energy intensity is a key factor related to overall energy efficiency, other factors such as 

occupancy, operating hours, and specific building attributes should be taken into consideration to determine if a building is considered highly energy efficient
4 Total reduction in weather-normalized source energy use for buildings required to report in 2014

As an economic hub, a global destination, a great place to live, and a leader on environmental sustainability, Chicago is 
defining what it means to be a world-class city.  Chicago’s 500,000 buildings are vibrant connections to the city’s history, 
and these buildings house the activities that are carrying Chicago forward into the 21st century. The energy used by buildings 
powers Chicago’s economy and profoundly impacts the natural environment. 

By raising energy performance awareness and transparency, Chicago’s Building Energy Use Benchmarking Ordinance1 unlocks 
information to help accelerate efforts to save energy and strengthen the economy. The ordinance delivers on ambitious energy 
priorities outlined in Sustainable Chicago 2015, Mayor Emanuel’s three-year action agenda to make our city more livable, 
competitive, and sustainable.2  
 
In 2014, the initial phase of Chicago Energy Benchmarking required municipal and commercial buildings larger than 250,000 
square feet to track whole-building energy use, verify data accuracy, and report to the City. The policy is creating a foundation of 
information for efforts to unlock significant energy savings, and phased implementation through 2016 will include commercial, 
municipal, and residential buildings larger than 50,000 square feet. 
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As a national leader on energy benchmarking, Chicago is driving citywide engagement and uncovering actionable insights to help 
understand and improve building energy performance. Key 2014 findings from the data include:


