


Current CDC/ACIP Recommendations: 
Vaccine Phases

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommends 

that, when supplies of COVID-19 vaccine are limited, vaccination should 

be offered in a phased approach.

• Phase 1a includes healthcare personnel and long-term care facility 

residents.

• Phase 1b includes persons ≥75 years of age and frontline essential 

workers.

• Phase 1c includes persons 65-74 years of age, persons 16-64 years of 

age with high-risk medical conditions, and other essential workers.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/phased-implementation.html

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6949e1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


•When demand in the current phase appears to have been met (e.g., appointments for vaccination 

are less than 80% filled for several days)

•When supply of authorized vaccine increases substantially (e.g., more vaccine doses are available 
than are necessary to complete vaccination of persons in the current phase)

•When most people in the current phase are vaccinated (e.g., when approximately 60-70% of the 

target population in a phase has been vaccinated)

•When vaccine supply within a certain location is in danger of going unused unless vaccination is 

expanded to persons in the next phase

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/phased-implementation.html

Current CDC Recommendations: When to 
Expand Vaccine Availability to the Next Phase



At the population level, regardless of underlying conditions, vaccinating 
older Chicagoans has the biggest impact on preventing COVID-19 deaths

Based on Chicago data, statistically we prevent one Chicago 
COVID-19 death by vaccinating…

49 people age 80+
122 people age 70-79
243 people age 60-69
609 people age 50-59

1,325 people age 40-49
4,184 people age 30-39

17,241 people age 18-29

Based on cumulative mortality in each age group in Chicago, calculated as of February 17, 2021. Number needed to vaccinate does not take into account any protection an individual may have based on prior 
natural COVID infection. Vaccination is clearly still indicated in younger Chicagoans, particularly in high-risk essential worker settings, given risk of spread and transmission to at-risk individuals--but to prevent 
severe outcomes including death, older Chicagoans must remain a high priority.
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Older age puts Chicago residents at much higher risk of death from COVID.
Chicago residents: Age-specific COVID mortality rate per 100,000 population by race/ethnicity 

Data current as of February 17, 2021.
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