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19. Leafy Spurge Euphorbia esula 	
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended.

20. Baby’s Breath Gypsophila muralis 	
Alternatives:	
Boltonia Boltonia asteroids
Flowering Spurge Euphorbia corollata
Lesser Calamintha Calamintha nepeta

	
21. Giant Hogweed
Heracleum mantegazzianum FNWL
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended.

22. Common Daylily Hemerocallis fulva
Alternatives:
Hemerocallis cultivars Hemerocallis spp. 
Native Rudbeckia cultivars Rudbeckia spp. 

23. Dame’s Rocket Hesperis matronalis 		
Alternatives: 
Phlox Phlox spp.
Blazing Star Liatris spp.
Checkerbloom Sidalcea malviflora

24. Pale Yellow Iris Iris pseudacorus	
Alternatives:
Copper Iris Iris fulva ‘Lois Yellow’ 
Blue Flag Iris Iris virginica var. shrevii

25. All Exotic Honeysuckles
Lonicera spp. ILEWA	
Alternatives:
Red Honeysuckle Lonicera dioica 
Twinberry Lonicera involucrata
Michigan Holly Ilex verticillata 

26. Bird’s Foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus 		
Alternatives:
Long-Bracted Wild Indigo Baptisia bracteata 
Deer Vetch Lotus rigidus
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Chicago’s climate has already begun to shift and will continue to do so in the 
face of global climate change. Since 1980, the average temperature has risen 
by about 2.6°F. Trees and plants flower earlier in the spring and frosts occur 
later in the fall. There have been several major heat waves in recent years, and 
the amount of winter ice on Lake Michigan is decreasing. Heavy rainstorms are 
also increasing in frequency. 

As our climate shifts, so do our delicate ecosystems. Many native species will go 
extinct or migrate to more suitable land, and many non-native species will move in. 

By regulating these species and raising awareness about their threat, the City 
of Chicago is taking aggressive, preventative actions today to protect our native 
ecosystems and limit the spread of harmful invasive species. 

www.chicagoclimateaction.org

Climate Change

Invasive species spread in many ways, including:

• Ornamental species in lawns and gardens
• Shoes, tire treads or boats
• Exotic pet and plant trade
• Wind, fire, water or animals
• Livestock and wildlife
• Agricultural crops and seed trade
• Poor landscape management practices

Today, in the United States, invasive land-based plants have invaded over 100 
million acres. Every year these plants spread across 3 million additional acres, 
gaining an area twice the size of Delaware.

Avenues of Spread



Common Invasive Plants

9

27. Purple Loosestrife 
Lythrum salicaria ILEWA
Alternatives:
Swamp Milkweed Asclepias incarnata 
Prairie Ironweed Vernonia fasciculata
Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis 

28. Japanese Stilt Grass
Microstegium vimineum
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended. 	

29. Maiden Grass Miscanthus sinensis 	
Alternatives:
Switch Grass Panicum virgatum cvs. 
Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium
Indian Grass Sorghastrum nutans 	

30. White Mulberry Morus alba L. 		
Alternatives: 
Native Hawthorn Crataegus spp. 
Black Cherry Prunus serotina 
Honey Locust Gleditsia tracnanthus inermis

31. Reed Canary Grass Phalaris arundinacea 
Alternative:
Variegated Prairie Cord Grass
Spartina pectinata ‘Aureomarginata’	

32. Common Reed Phragmites australis
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended. 	
	

33. Mile-a-minute Vine
Polygonum perfoliatum 
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended.

		   
34. Kudzu Pueraria lobata ILNWL  ILEWA	
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended.

35. Callery Pear Pyrus calleryana 
Alternatives:
Fringe Tree Chionanthus virginicus 
Green Hawthorn Crataegus viridis
Nannyberry Viburnum Viburnum lentago



10

Common Invasive Plants

36. All Exotic Buckthorns
Rhamnus spp. ILEWA
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended.

37. Multiflora Rose Rosa multiflora ILEWA		
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended.

38. Perennial Sowthistle
Sonchus arvensis ILNWL
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended.

39. Johnsongrass Sorghum spp. ILNWL
Not actively planted. Removal is recommended.

40. Siberian Elm Ulmus pumila L. 		
Alternatives:
Dutch Elm Disease Resistant American Elm
cultivars Ulmus Americana
Scarlet Honeysuckles Lonicera sempervirens

41. European Cranberry Bush
Viburnum opulus
Alternatives:	
Red Wing Viburnum Viburnum trilobum ‘Red Wing’ 
Scarlet Elder Sambucus racemosa

	
42. Black Swallow-wort
Vincetoxicum nigrum	
Alternative:	
Virgin’s Bower Clematis Clematis virginiana 
	

43. Pale Swallow-wort
Vincetoxicum rossicum
Alternative:
Peppervine Ampelopsis arborea 
 

Legend:

       Native to the United States

       Non-native to the United States
			 
FNWL   Regulated under the Federal 
           Noxious Weed List

ILNWL  Regulated under the Illinois
           Noxious Weed Law

ILEWA  Regulated under the Illinois
           Exotic Weed Act
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Prevent 
With your help, we can spot and stop the spread of invasive species in our back yards 

and natural areas. Here are a few ways you can prevent the spread of invasives: 

1. Use native species wherever possible. Avoid buying and planting species
    that are listed here.
2. Leave native trees and plants; natural landscapes offer the best defense.
3. Remove plant seeds and fragments from clothing, hiking boots, and 
    equipment after enjoying outdoor activities.
4. Buy firewood within a 50-mile radius of your campsite and burn it all
    during your trip, visit www.dontmovefirewood.org. 
5. Be on the look out for invasive species and respond aggressively to rid
    your backyard of the new species; report sightings at 
    www.mipn.org/EDRRContacts.html. 

Control

An organism is considered non-native when it has been introduced by humans. Many 

invasive species are already invading our private and public lands. To control the existing 

populations of these species, residents can: 

1. Learn to identify common invasive plants in your backyard and in the natural
    areas of your neighborhood.
2. Remove common invasive plants from your property before they set seed.   
    Dispose of invasive plants in a way to ensure they won’t spread, visit
    www.centerforplantconservation.org/invasives/codesN.html.
3. Educate friends and neighbors about the problems caused by invasive
    species.
4. Volunteer to help the Chicago Park District, Forest Preserve District of
    Cook County, Friends of the Chicago River, Friends of the Forest
    Preserves, North Park Village Nature Center, and other organizations
    in your community that organize invasive species control days. 
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Additional Resources
Chicago Department of Business A�airs & Consumer Protection: 
Invasive Species
www.cityofchicago.org/invasivespecies  

Chicago Botanic Garden
www.chicagobotanic.org/research/invasive 

Midwest Invasive Plant Network
www.mipn.org 

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission: Vegetation Management Manual 
www.inhs.uiuc.edu/chf/outreach/VMG/VMG.html

The Nature Conservancy’s Global Invasive Species Team 
http://tncinvasives.ucdavis.edu  

United States Department of Agriculture: Plants Database
www.plants.usda.gov/index.html

United States Department of Agriculture:
National Invasive Species Information Center 
www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/unitedstates/il.shtml

United States Fish & Wildlife Service: Invasive Species
www.fws.gov/invasives/what-you-can-do.html

Plants of the Chicago Region. F. Swink and G. Wilhelm. Indiana Academy of
Science: Indianapolis, IN. 1994.

Native Alternatives to Invasive Plants. C. Colston Burrell. Brooklyn Botanic
Garden: Brooklyn, NY. 2006.

Invasive Plants of the Upper Midwest: 
An Illustrated Guide to Their Identification 
and Control.

 
E. Czarapata. University of Wisconsin Press: Madison, WI. 2005.



Photo Credits

13

Regulated Invasive Plants

1.   Terri Treacy/Sierra Club, IL
2.   Kingsbrae Horticultural Garden www.kingsbraegarden.com 
3.   staffan via flickr 
4.   Debbie Maurer/Lake County Forest Preserve District
5.   David Eagan/University of Wisconsin-Madison
6.   Kristian Peters
7.   Sue Barrett
8.   Debbie Maurer/Lake County Forest Preserve District
9.   Debbie Maurer/Lake County Forest Preserve District
10. Alan Gregg www.flickr.com/photos/28188015@N05 
11. Patrick Breen/Oregon State University www.bugwood.org 
12. Arrowlakeless via flickr
13. Chris Updegrave 
14. Peter Birch

Common Invasive Plants

1.   John M. Randall/The Nature Conservancy

2.   Debbie Maurer/Lake County Forest Preserve District

3.   Debbie Maurer/Lake County Forest Preserve District

4.   Gerald P. Wykes

5.   Phillip Merritt 

6.   James H. Miller/USDA Forest Service www.bugwood.org 

7.   Janet Powell

8.   Roger Gilbert www.howardianlnr.org.uk 

9.   David Hofmann 

10. Barry A. Rice/The Nature Conservancy

11. Martha Macy on flickr as vtpeacenik

12. Debbie Maurer/Lake County Forest Preserve District

13. Rebecca James

14. Debbie Maurer/Lake County Forest Preserve District

15. geodeos via flickr 

16. Andy Schecter 

17. Ron Shyan on flickr as Rokudan

18. Kingsbrae Horticultural Garden www.kingsbraegarden.com 

19. Debbie Maurer/Lake County Forest Preserve District

20. Steve Dewey/Utah State University/United States

21. John Somerville www.british-wild-flowers.co.uk 

22. Christian Feuillet 

23. Brandee S. Smith/Prairie Grove, IL

24. Nancy Loewenstein/Auburn University www.bugwood.org 

25. Phillip Merritt

26. Vicki Clemerson www.flickr.com/photos/8390807@N07

27. Linda Wilson/University of Idaho www.bugwood.org 

28. Jody Shimp/Illinois Department of Natural Resources

29. Barry A. Rice/The Nature Conservancy

30. John M. Randall/The Nature Conservancy

31. John M. Randall/The Nature Conservancy

32. Phillip Merritt 

33. Marilyn Jordan/The Nature Conservancy

34. Jody Shimp/Illinois Department of Natural Resources

35. James H. Miller/USDA Forest Service www.bugwood.org 

36. John M. Randall/The Nature Conservancy

37. John M. Randall/The Nature Conservancy

38. John M. Randall/The Nature Conservancy

39. Barry A. Rice/The Nature Conservancy

40. Michelle Sheets

41. Elizabeth Laskey

42. David Eagan/University of Wisconsin-Madison

43. Larissa L. Smith




