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Carson Pirie Scott & Company Building
1 South State

Cast-lron Restoration and New Storefronts
Racipient: Joseph Freed & Associotes, LLC

Cesigned by fomed Chicage architect Louis Sullivan, the Carson Pine Scolt & Company Building is
one of the mast important struchures in Amercan architectural history and expertly merges beauty
and funclion into one dasign, The buillding's missing comice, 12h-foor leggia, and lerm-colta ma-
sonry were previcusly restored. More recently, a condifion assassrment of the ormate, two-story, cast-
iron base found it fo be in very poor condifion, with significant comasion and distortion; furthermaor s,
woter infiltration was occelerating the deterioration. With a Tax Increment Financing grant from the
City. the costiron ornament was complataly removed, pieceby-piace, and extansivaly repairad, -
painied, and reinstalled with new slainless skeel allachments, Cther exlenor work included recon-
struction of the historic canopy at the Madison entry; new and refurbished doors; new retrocitable
awnings. with awning supports based on the missing orginals: and new glazing for the axisting
refail storsfronts, IFwas not possible o oblain new glass in he size of Ihe original plale-glass windows,
Imsfead, a new glazing system was designed, inconporafing glass fins for structural reasons and fo
have ds litfle impact on the histons visual dppeaarance as possible. Infernar work included uncover-
ing an original open stair with ornamental railings on the Maodison side. This architechural icon and
cne of the foremost examplas of Louis Sullivan’s work is now completely restored. The Carson Pine
scoll & Company Building was designaled as a Chicagoe Landmark on November 5, 1970,
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