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Michigan Avenue Bridge and Wacker Drive Esplanade

Bridge Restoration and Landscape Improvements
Racipienl: Chicogo Deparimeant of Transporialion

Conceved ds part of Daniel Bumham's 1909 PFlon of Chicago. this emarmenital Beoux-Arts bridge
and adjacent esplaonade were meant 1o improve fransporlation and o enhance Chicogo's nver-
front. The bridge was dasigned by Edward N. Bennatt and complatad in 1920, with the monumantal
stone sculptures designed by Pihlfaldt & Young added later in 1928, The bridge forms an impressive
gafeway to Morth Michigon Avenue and led fo its developrment as cne of the nation’s premier com-
rmercial, retail, and residential streets. In the 1970s, however, the bridge’s historic decornative railings
were rermoved, Fundaed through the Tax Increment Financing pregram, the Bridge has been repaired
and repainted; a new mailing based on the historic design was installed; new accent lighting and
landscaping was added at the river-walk level, and a new canopy was constructed under the bridge
for Ihe pedestrian walkway, The Michigon Avenue Bridge and Esplanads were designaled as o
Chicago Landmark on October 2, 1991.
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