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Exterior Rehabilitation and Adaptive Reuse
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The Biograph Theater, designed in 1914 by architect Samuel N. Crowen, is one of Chicago’s oldest neighborhood 
movie houses.  The theater gained national notoriety as the location of the famous shoot-out in 1934 between the 
FBI and one of the country’s “Most Wanted” Depression-era gangsters, John Dillinger, a notorious bank robber.  The 
building had been altered over the years, with the original storefronts removed, the upper-floor arched windows 
painted over, and the original marquee altered.  Victory Gardens Theater bought the building in the summer of 
2004 and undertook a $11.3 million rehabilitation project of the exterior and interior of the building, with assistance 
from the City of Chicago.  The exterior work included restoring the historic white terra cotta and red brick façade, 
replacing the arched windows, replacing the storefronts, and rehabilitating the signature marquee.  The Biograph 
Theater was designated a Chicago Landmark on March 28, 2001.
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2510 north Kedzie Boulevard
logan square Boulevards District
front Porch reconstruction
Recipient:  2510 North Kedzie Condo Association

The Logan Square Boulevard District is marked by its landscaped boulevards lined with high-quality, 
finely-detailed buildings in a variety of architectural styles.  This six-flat, designed in the Classical Revival 
style, was built in the early 1900s and has a distinctive 2-story front porch with a gracious stone entry stair, 
ornamental caps and brackets, and decorative brickwork. Last year, faced with potentially dangerous 
structural conditions of the porch, the building owners undertook reconstructing this most visible feature 
of the building.  The work included carefully dismantling each element, salvaging the limestone and 
bricks, and then reconstructing the porch to match the historic configuration.  Additional structural rein-
forcement was incorporated, a code-compliant railing was installed on the inside of the porch walls, and 
the brick pattern and mortar-joint color and narrow width were meticulously reconstructed.  The Logan 
Square Boulevards District was designated as a Chicago Landmark on November 1, 2005.
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