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Biograph Theater
2433–2443 North Lincoln
Exterior Rehabilitation and Adaptive Reuse
Recipient: Victory Gardens Theater

The Biograph Theater, designed in 1914 by architect Samuel N. Crowen, is one of Chicago’s oldest neighborhood 
movie houses.  The theater gained national notoriety as the location of the famous shoot-out in 1934 between the 
FBI and one of the country’s “Most Wanted” Depression-era gangsters, John Dillinger, a notorious bank robber.  The 
building had been altered over the years, with the original storefronts removed, the upper-floor arched windows 
painted over, and the original marquee altered.  Victory Gardens Theater bought the building in the summer of 
2004 and undertook a $11.3 million rehabilitation project of the exterior and interior of the building, with assistance 
from the City of Chicago.  The exterior work included restoring the historic white terra cotta and red brick façade, 
replacing the arched windows, replacing the storefronts, and rehabilitating the signature marquee.  The Biograph 
Theater was designated a Chicago Landmark on March 28, 2001.
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4401 south Berkeley avenue
north Kenwood multiple resource District
Exterior restoration
Recipient:  4401 S. Berkeley, LLC.

The surviving elements of North Kenwood’s nineteenth-century development reveal a diverse and 
exceptional heritage comprised largely of masonry row houses dating from 1890-1905.  The core of 
this district centers on the intersection of 45th and Berkeley and also includes approximately 100  
surrounding structures.  This corner three-story greystone row house on the north end of the district 
core had been boarded and vacant for many years.  The owner who purchased the house recent-
ly completed a full exterior renovation project which included repair of the front stone stair, install-
ing a new entry door and new wood windows, replacement of new cedar siding and balcony rail-
ings for the deteriorated side-gable, stone repair and tuckpointing, and the repair of original dentils 
and decorative elements at the eaves on the corner of the building.  With this house restored, the  
intersection of 44th and Berkeley now appears very similar to when this area originally developed.  
The North Kenwood District was designated as a Chicago Landmark on June 9, 1993.
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