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Biograph Theater
2433–2443 North Lincoln
Exterior Rehabilitation and Adaptive Reuse
Recipient: Victory Gardens Theater

The Biograph Theater, designed in 1914 by architect Samuel N. Crowen, is one of Chicago’s oldest neighborhood 
movie houses.  The theater gained national notoriety as the location of the famous shoot-out in 1934 between the 
FBI and one of the country’s “Most Wanted” Depression-era gangsters, John Dillinger, a notorious bank robber.  The 
building had been altered over the years, with the original storefronts removed, the upper-floor arched windows 
painted over, and the original marquee altered.  Victory Gardens Theater bought the building in the summer of 
2004 and undertook a $11.3 million rehabilitation project of the exterior and interior of the building, with assistance 
from the City of Chicago.  The exterior work included restoring the historic white terra cotta and red brick façade, 
replacing the arched windows, replacing the storefronts, and rehabilitating the signature marquee.  The Biograph 
Theater was designated a Chicago Landmark on March 28, 2001.
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4727 south Greenwood avenue
Kenwood District
Exterior and interior rehabilitation
Recipient:  James and Irene Pillars

Once referred to as the “Lake Forest of the South Side,” Kenwood developed as a pleasant residen-
tial suburb between the late -1850s and 1880s.  The area retained its suburban character even after  
annexation to Chicago in 1889 and includes one of the city’s finest collections of residential  
architectural styles, ranging from Italianate and Queen Anne to Colonial Revival and Prairie School.   
This limestone single-family residence designed in the Romanesque architectural style was severe-
ly damaged by a fire in 2009.  The home owners immediately undertook an extensive interior and  
exterior rehabilitation project which included salvaging and reusing the limestone to reconstruct the 
damaged third story, window replacement, installing a new roof to match the historic profile, and  
gutter and trim replacement.  The Kenwood District was designated as a Chicago Landmark on June 
29, 1979.
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