
City of Chicago
Rahm Emanuel, Mayor

Housing and Economic Development
Andrew J. Mooney, Commissioner

Biograph Theater
2433–2443 North Lincoln
Exterior Rehabilitation and Adaptive Reuse
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The Biograph Theater, designed in 1914 by architect Samuel N. Crowen, is one of Chicago’s oldest neighborhood 
movie houses.  The theater gained national notoriety as the location of the famous shoot-out in 1934 between the 
FBI and one of the country’s “Most Wanted” Depression-era gangsters, John Dillinger, a notorious bank robber.  The 
building had been altered over the years, with the original storefronts removed, the upper-floor arched windows 
painted over, and the original marquee altered.  Victory Gardens Theater bought the building in the summer of 
2004 and undertook a $11.3 million rehabilitation project of the exterior and interior of the building, with assistance 
from the City of Chicago.  The exterior work included restoring the historic white terra cotta and red brick façade, 
replacing the arched windows, replacing the storefronts, and rehabilitating the signature marquee.  The Biograph 
Theater was designated a Chicago Landmark on March 28, 2001.

CHICAGOLANDMARKS

City of Chicago
Richard M. Daley, Mayor

Department of Planning and Development
Arnold L. Randall, Commissioner

Commission on Chicago Landmarks
David R. Mosena, Chairman

2 0 0 7  P R E S E R V A T I O N 
E X C E L L E N C E  A W A R D S

Photo Courtesy of Victory Gardens Theater

2011 PrEsErvation 
ExCEllEnCE awarDs

4853 south Kimbark avenue
Kenwood District
Exterior restoration
Recipient:  David and Rebecca Rubin

The Kenwood District is known for its large nineteenth-century homes on spacious lots.  This pictur-
esque frame house, built in the1880s in the Queen Anne style, was in considerable disrepair and had 
been left vacant for many years.  The current owners purchased the house several years ago and  
began a three-year-long project to completely rehabilitate the building.  Exterior work included  
repairing the deteriorated roof, restoring the leaded windows,  repairing siding, and reconstructing  
the front porch. Other work included interior remodeling, constructing a new rear addition  
and a detached garage, and new landscaping. This house has been returned to its historic  
appearance, once again incorporating the craftsmanship and elegant detailing typical of the  
district.  The Kenwood District was designated as a Chicago Landmark on June 29, 1979.
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