
Biograph Theater
2433–2443 North Lincoln
Exterior Rehabilitation and Adaptive Reuse
Recipient: Victory Gardens Theater

The Biograph Theater, designed in 1914 by architect Samuel N. Crowen, is one of Chicago’s oldest neighborhood 
movie houses.  The theater gained national notoriety as the location of the famous shoot-out in 1934 between the 
FBI and one of the country’s “Most Wanted” Depression-era gangsters, John Dillinger, a notorious bank robber.  The 
building had been altered over the years, with the original storefronts removed, the upper-floor arched windows 
painted over, and the original marquee altered.  Victory Gardens Theater bought the building in the summer of 
2004 and undertook a $11.3 million rehabilitation project of the exterior and interior of the building, with assistance 
from the City of Chicago.  The exterior work included restoring the historic white terra cotta and red brick façade, 
replacing the arched windows, replacing the storefronts, and rehabilitating the signature marquee.  The Biograph 
Theater was designated a Chicago Landmark on March 28, 2001.
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“louis sullivan’s idea”
the sullivan Exhibit at the Chicago Cultural Center 
Recipient:  Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events

Last year, the Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events opened a temporary exhibit on  
the influential Chicago architect Louis Sullivan.  Curated by the city’s cultural historian, Tim Samu-
elson, and designed by graphic artist Chris Ware, the exhibit included a selection of large-scale  
photographs and renderings, building models, touchable artifacts and ornaments, and even  
personal correspondence.  Displayed in three interconnected spaces, the exhibit chronicled the 
major phases of Sullivan’s career and enabled the viewer to journey through the compelling story 
about the life and work of this famous architect and his iconic buildings.  Expanding on Sullivan’s 
famous statement, “form ever follows function,” the exhibit emphasized the importance of his theory 
and practice which combined function, material, and nature in expressive works of architecture.
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