
Northwest Region
Informational Presentation – Harlem Avenue Visioning Study
Wards: 29 / Ald. Taliaferro and 38 / Ald. Sposato
Community Areas: Montclare and Dunning

04/18/2024

CHICAGO PLAN COMMISSION
Department of Planning and Development



CORRIDOR STUDY AREA
Boundaries: 2-mile stretch along Harlem Ave 
from Irving Park Rd (North) to Grand Ave(South) 



STUDY GOALS

Create a vision for public 
improvements along Harlem Ave.01

02 Build an identity for the 
commercial with a brand

03
Strengthen the small business 
corridor with an established 
brand

04
Outline a framework for 
implementation (short-term 
and long-term goals

05
Identify opportunities for open 
space, street events, streetscape 
and redevelopment

06 Identify potential partners for 
collaboration 



THE STUDY TEAM



Engage
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Working Group 1 Working Group 2 Working Group 3 Working Group 4

Visioning Study 

Draft Report Draft Report

Analysis

Brand + Message

STUDY TIMELINE



ENGAGEMENT PROCESS



Focus Area 
Recommendations01 Implementation 

Framework03
The final report will also include: Demographics and market analysis, history of the corridor, existing zoning and regulations, existing conditions analysis, existing 
building recommendations, public realm recommendations and development scenarios for focus areas, recommended short-term and long-term public realm 
improvements, future traffic considerations, gateway illustrative visions, best practices, corridor branding and a building database. 

Gateway Visioning + 
Corridor Branding02

DELIVERABLES



ANALYSIS



C hallenges

• N o cohesive identity along Harlem Avenue

• Local partners need to be identified

• Funding sources for implementation

O pportunities

• Areas closest to Irving Park Rd, Belmont Ave, and Grand Ave, are within 
Transit Served Location Zones

• Newly relocated N ational Italian American Sports H all of Fame under 
construction – potential community hub or anchor for the neighborhood

• Data could be used to market, support and identify future development 
needs

• Create new gateway entrances that celebrates the corridor

• Identify the existing business owner needs, attract new businesses to 
area and bring visitors to this area

CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES



Belmont & Harlem Ave (looking north) 3245 N Harlem Ave (looking north) 3344 N Harlem Ave (looking north)

3432 N Harlem Ave (looking north) Addison & Harlem Ave (looking north) Grace & Harlem Ave (looking south)

NEIGHBORHOOD PHOTOS



CULTURAL ASSETS MAP

N



H arlem Ave Little Italy, N YC N orth End, BostonLittle Italy, San Diego

44’ veh. 11’ ped.11’ ped. 46’ veh. 12’ ped.12’ ped.

PLAN

SECTION

24’ veh. 8’ ped.8’ ped. 15’ veh. 5’ ped.5’ ped.

66’ Total W idth 70’ Total W idth 40’ Total W idth 25’ Total W idth

SCALE COMPARISONS



Harlem Ave Little India, Chicago Little Italy, Taylor St Chinatown, Chicago

2000ft

1 mile

.5 miles

.3 miles

2 miles

CULTURAL CORRIDORS IN CHICAGO



Little Italy, NYC North End, Boston Little Italy, San Diego

● Colorful
● Celebratory
● Alive with people & plant life

● Gathering places
● Space for events
● Intimate human scale

● Gateway
● Flexible seating
● Use of water

OTHER LITTLE ITALY ANALYSIS



Little India Chinatown Taylor StW Argyle St W Howard St Humboldt Park

● Murals on the street
● Gateway
● Uniform design language

● Murals on buildings
● Shade structures
● Entry signage

● Sculptural Gateway
● Street trees
● Murals on buildings & fences

CULTURAL CORRIDORS - CHICAGO



sdg

State Road Ample Parking

Strong Bus Connection Divvy Bikes Length of Corridor

SafetyAuto-oriented Design

Lack of Bike Lanes

ASSETS CONSTRAINTS

TRANSPORTATION – ASSETS & CONSTRAINTS



PUBLIC REALM CONSIDERATIONS

Update Infrastructure Beautify the street with planting Add Shade 

Add Trash & Recycling Bins Decrease length of crosswalks Separate walking zone from cars



3813-23 N Harlem 3811 N Harlem

3759 N Harlem 3555 N Harlem

3543 N Harlem

3510 N Harlem 3300-02 N Harlem

3223 N Harlem 3101-3131 N Harlem

3132 N Harlem

7146 W Diversey

N

2723 N Harlem

2701 N Harlem

EXISTING BUILDING & OPPORTUNITIES



Shared Alley Planted Buffer between Pedestrians and 
Vehicles 

Public Gathering Spaces at Corners

Bus Shelters at Major Intersections Sidewalk Art Raised crosswalk at Side Streets

COMMUNITY HUB
INSPIRATIONS



DRAFT REPORT

HARLEM AVENUE 
VISIONING STUDY



GUIDING PRINCIPLES

21



PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

22



RIGHT-OF-WAY TYPOLOGIES

23



BRANDING



• Speaks to the people and culture which celebrates 
the past, present, and future

• Signals the entry to a special place

• Assists to market the area, supports existing 
businesses and attracts new businesses

• Flexibility of branding for focus areas, two Chicago 
community areas, and the corridor

• Provides short-term and long-term gateway 
identifiers for implementation

CORRIDOR IDENTITY
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1992 Honorary street designations by 
former Ald. William J.P. Banks

530 N Harlem – 4000 N Harlem
as “Chicago’s Little Italy”

2500 N Harlem – 4000 N Harlem
as Harlem Avenue Little Italy Business 
Association

Potential honorary street designation 
boundaries:
• Addison to Roscoe (38)
• Roscoe to Belmont (29)
• Schubert to George (29)

SIGNAGE & WAYFINDING
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SIGNAGE & WAYFINDING
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COMMUNITY GATHERING



Community Gathering

29

COMMUNITY HEART & HUBS



EXISTING BUILDING
RECOMMENDATIONS





Prep

Working group outreach, relationship building and programming planning
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10

June CPC

We are here

Intro 

Survey + Refine

Project Schedule – Next Steps

03

April CPC



IMPLEMENTATION 
FRAMEWORK





THANK YOU!

Project website: Harlem Avenue Visioning Study

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/harlem-avenue-visioning-study/home.html
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