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Project Description

This is an informational presentation on a draft planning study with the following goals: 
• Present the overall goals, recommendations and design concepts of the Altenheim Line 

Framework plan to the members of the Chicago Plan Commission for their review and 
and feedback

• Revise the draft plan based on comments from Commissioners and members of the 
public to prepare for adoption at a future Plan Commission meeting
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Community Area Profile
NORTH LAWNDALE: 
• 34,794 residents (2020)

• 3.1% decline from 2010-20
• 16.7% decline from 2000-10

• 85.8% Black, 9.6% Latino, 3.6% White (2019)
• Educational attainment: 32.1% high school graduate, 

25.3% some college, 23.2% less than high school
• Median household income: $28,327
• Housing: 75.4% renter-occupied, 24.6% owner-occupied
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Timeline



Main Components
1. Executive Summary

2. Planning Context: Existing Conditions and Market Analysis

3. Equitable Investment and Anti-Displacement Framework

4. Elevated Trail Plan
a) Existing conditions analysis
b) Rails with trails case studies
c) Trail design: access points, programming and landscape design
d) Design Guidelines

5. Redevelopment Focus Area Plans
a) Vision and existing conditions

b) Development opportunities

c) Conceptual redevelopment plans and renderings

d) Supporting public realm improvements

e) Design guidelines

6. Implementation Plan: Actions and assignments for equitable investment framework, trail and open space plan, 
redevelopment focus area plan



Planning Context
1. Community history & demographics

2. Invest South/West projects

3. Previous plans

4. Existing conditions:
a) Land use 
b) Mobility
c) Open space

5. Market analysis: 
a) Housing
b) Commercial 
c) Industrial



Equitable Planning Pillars



Trail and Open Space Plan



Elevated Trail Plan



Access Points



Access Point Design Concepts



Access Point Design Concepts



Trail Focus Areas: Parkway Theater



Trail Focus Areas



Trail Focus Areas: Parkway Theater

• Intersection with boulevard system at Independence

• Flexible outdoor performance space with public art 



Trail Focus Areas: Community Arts

• Intersection with Homan Square campus

• Adjacent to Homan Rails Farm

• Activates existing lawn by creating an outdoor 
viewing space for movies and digital art 



Trail Focus Areas: Campus Green

• Potential eastern terminus of trail

• Proposed on City-owned site

• Ties in to athletic facility to north of Taylor:         
Hope Academy



Trail & Open Space Plan-Design Guidelines 

1. Access Points
a) Responding to context
b) Create a consistent aesthetic through design
c) Lighting and visibility

2. Trail Design
a) Path width and curvature
b) Addressing ROW bottlenecks
c) Gateway site activation

3. Supportive Open Spaces
a) Transitioning between trail and street
b) Programming and public art

4. Trees and Vegetation

5. Stormwater

6. Seating and Lighting

7. Signage and Fencing



Redevelopment Focus Area Plans



Six Redevelopment Focus Area Plans FOCUS AREA PLAN FORMAT
1. Vision
2. Existing conditions and market analysis
3. Development opportunities
4. Concept plan
5. Supportive public realm improvements



Focus Area Plan: Homan Square
VISION 



Focus Area Plan: Homan Square

EXISTING CONDITIONS & OPPORTUNITY SITES



Focus Area Plan: Homan Square

CONCEPT PLAN



Focus Area Plan: Homan Square

PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENTS



Focus Area Plans-Design Guidelines 
1. Industrial Development

a) Site design
b) Architecture and building materials
c) Sustainability
d) Landscaping
e) Parking

2. Renovation and Reuse
a) Commercial projects
b) Residential projects
c) Historic preservation

3. New Construction/General
a) Building materials
b) Massing
c) Ground floor activation



Implementation Plan



Implementation Plans
• Specific implementation strategies for 

the Equitable Development Framework, 
Trail and Open Space Plan, and 
Redevelopment Focus Area Plan

• Assigns general timelines and relevant 
entities to actions identified for each 
section

• General timelines and priority for 
implementation strategy

SECTION EXAMPLE
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