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MAYOR DALEY JOINS VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN AND SENATORS DURBIN 

AND BURRIS IN WELCOMING SERIOUS MATERIALS TO ITS NEW 

CHICAGO PLANT 

Company will Hire Back Republic Windows and Doors 
Employees with Green Collar Jobs 

 
 
 
Mayor Richard M. Daley, along with Vice President Joseph Biden and U.S. 
Senators Dick Durbin and Roland Burris, today welcomed Serious Materials, the 
sustainable green building materials company, to its new plant on Chicago’s 
Goose Island.   
 
Serious Materials recently acquired the shuttered Republic Windows and Doors 
facility and reopened the plant for the manufacturing of its energy-efficient 
windows and doors. It has pledged to gradually hire back the union employees 
placed out of work when Republic closed last December. 
 
Mayor Daley, along with union workers, World Business Chicago and the City’s 
planning department, met with company officials to showcase the city’s 
advantages. The company, which is nationally recognized for its sustainability 
efforts, was drawn to Chicago’s reputation as one of the nation’s greenest cities 
and the Mayor’s commitment to the environment.  
 
“Early in my administration, I made a commitment to enhance our environment 
and make Chicago the most environmentally friendly city in the nation, Daley said 
at a press conference at the Serious Materials facility, 1333 N. Hickory St. 
 
“Our mission is to protect human health and the environment.  And that, in turn, 
promotes economic development throughout our city and improves the quality of 
life for all our residents,” Mayor Daley added.  “What has happened here at 
Serious Materials proves that, and it also proves that there is no challenge we 
can’t meet if we work hard and work together. 
 
Vice-President Biden, along with Senators Durbin and Burris, visited Serious 
Materials Chicago to highlight how the America Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
is creating jobs and building a 21st century economy in Chicago and across the 
nation. 
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Serious Materials officials learned about Republic Windows and Doors from 
national media attention the company received upon declaring bankruptcy in 
December of 2008.  Just a few months later, Serious Materials acquired the 
assets of the factory and, weeks after the Recovery Act passed, announced its 
intention to reopen the factory and rehire its employees thanks to spending under 
the Act. 
 
Serious Materials was voted #1 at Cleantech Forum XII, won Global Gypsum 
Product of the Year in 2008, won the first Aspen Institute award for innovation in 
Energy Conservation and was awarded Green Product of the Year by Popular 
Science. 
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