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CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND SUPPORT SERVICES                            
OUTLINES $34.3 MILLION IN FEDERAL STIMULUS FOR                               

HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION AND REHOUSING 

 
May 21, 2009 – Today, the Chicago Department of Family and Support Services 
(DFSS) outlined the City’s plan for using $34.3 million in Housing and Urban 
Development funding (HUD) under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to 
support the City’s Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program (HPRP).  
In addition, the department announced the release of a HPRP Request for Proposals 
(RFP), available now through June 19 at www.cityofchicago.org/recovery, to identify 
partners to provide $9 million in Housing Relocation and Stabilization Services as 
outlined in the plan. 
 
“The economic downturn has affected all Chicago residents, but particularly our most 
vulnerable,” said Commissioner Mary Ellen Caron, Chicago Department of Family and 
Support Services. “The HUD funding made available through the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act will allow us to provide our residents who are homeless or on the 
brink of homelessness with the support they need to obtain or maintain permanent 
housing.”    
 
The $34 million in HUD funding supports the goals of the City’s Ten-Year Plan to End 
Homelessness by expanding homelessness prevention resources, and supporting rapid 
transition out of homeless shelters through a combination of rental assistance and 
supportive services, specifically: 
 

� Financial Assistance-Homelessness Prevention: Approximately $16.5 million 
in funding will provide support to 8,500 households who are currently housed but 
at immediate risk of homelessness.  Eligible households will be able to access 
short-term (up to 3 months) or medium-term (four to 18 months) rent and/or utility 
assistance to maintain housing.    
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� Financial Assistance-Rapid Rehousing: Approximately $6.5 million in funding 

will be used to relocate 900 households who are currently living in a homeless 
shelter or interim housing programs into permanent housing. Funding will support 
access to short- or medium-term assistance for those seeking to obtain and 
maintain permanent housing.    

 
� Housing Relocation and Stabilization Services: Approximately $9 million in 

funding will be dedicated to providing services specific to housing retention and 
will be provided to households receiving short-term or medium-term financial 
assistance. Housing Relocation Services include recruiting landlords and 
negotiating affordable rents; matching HPRP clients to units meeting geography, 
size, and cost needs; and inspecting units for habitability standards.  Housing 
Stabilization Services include legal assistance to prevent eviction or other tenant-
landlord mediation; developing housing plans; and arranging other necessary 
services to promote on-going stability. 

 
In accordance with HUD guidelines, the remaining $2.3 million will support 
administrative costs, as well as data collection and evaluation of the plan. 
 
The HPRP Housing Relocation and Stabilization Services RFP is a competitive process 
open to all entities: non-profit, for-profit, faith-based, private and public. The term of 
contracts executed under this RFP will be from September 30, 2009 to September 29, 
2010.   
 
DFSS will host a Bidders Conference on Thursday, May 28, 2009, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. or 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the Martin Luther King Community Service Center, 4314 S. 
Cottage Grove Ave.  DFSS will also provide technical assistance to agencies not 
familiar with the RFP process.  
 
Chicago Department of Family and Support Services is dedicated to supporting a 
continuum of coordinated services to enhance the lives of Chicago residents, 
particularly those most in need, from birth through the senior years. The department 
works to promote the independence and well-being of individuals, support families and 
strengthen neighborhoods by providing direct assistance and administering resources to 
a network of community-based organizations, social service providers and institutions.  
For more information about DFSS, call 312-743-0300 or visit www.cityofchicago.org/fss. 
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